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[Abstract]

Planning Research of Jeju Memil—Park,

Using Storytelling

Na-Young Kim

Department of Storytelling
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL EDUCATION
JEJU NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

Supervised by Professor Yo-Song Park

A buckwheat is one of the representative traditional foods in Jeju and very
often seen on Jeju people’s food table. The buckwheat grows well in Jeju
barren land and has relieved people’s hunger for a long time in Jeju. The
strong vitality of buckwheats resembles Jeju people who survived the harsh
environment of Jeju. So the buckwheat reflects Jeju’'s history and culture well
and appears very often in Jeju's legendary stories. These buckwheat stories
reflect the unique and local characteristics of Jeju well. However, there are
not many public contents about the buckwheat nor places to promote the Jeju
buckwheat’s cultural value by using storytelling.

This paper proposes how to design Jeju Memil-Park which will raise and
promote the cultural value of Jeju through the legendary stories about the
buckwheat as Jeju's unique cultural product. Jeju Memil-Park links various
materials in the Jeju buckwheat culture and tells the legendary story about
the buckwheat. This will enhance visitors’ understanding about the Jeju

culture.
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To investigate the characteristics of Jeju buckwheat culture, I studied how
the buckwheat has been used in Jeju people’s life; buckwheat culture in
history, buckwheat story in Jeju rituals, and buckwheat theme in labor songs.

I analyzed the stories that are related to the origin and the characteristics
of the buckwheat, especially focusing on Segyeong Bonpuli, where buckwheat
stories are mentioned more often than in any other Jeju Bonpulis (Bonpuli is
a kind of shamanic mythology). I also studied the buckwheat food shown in
other Jeju Bonpulis.

Next, I studied the main story, space organization, and pros and cons,
through analyzing the current states of the buckwheat contents used in Jeju
and the examples of other food theme parks at home and abroad. I checked
the current states and the characteristics of Jeju’s food theme parks. After
that, I reflected the research findings in the planning process of this paper. In
addition to this, I suggested appropriate areas for the optimal requisites for
the park under the condition that the theme park would be actually built in
Jeju, and I examined the characteristics by area.

I took ‘a funny and exciting story park where you will go on a journey in
search of the buckwheat, which 1s grown, keeping secrets, on Jeju Island,
where gods and humans live together’ as the theme of Jeju Memil-Park.
The zones of the park look like the roots, stems, leaves, and flowers of the
buckwheat to deliver the theme of the park. The route in the park is
organized, based on the narrative structure of the story in order to maximize
the visitors’ feelings. The characters are based on the gods from Jeju
mythology, and the basic plot is the adventure in search of the buckwheat,
the secret seed. The detailed stories were created to naturally connect each
subject, based on the space outline and the space planning. The whole story
is a fairy tale. Lastly, I summarized the paper and wrote about the expected
effects from my planning research of Jeju Memil-Park using storytelling.

I suggested the paper results for the model for the design and planning of
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Jeju Food Theme Park, and I made efforts to help develop Jeju's creative
cultural contents. I hope my proposal will contribute to promoting the value
of Jeju culture, and I hope the intention of the planning ideas of the paper

will be well reflected in building the park.
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