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ABSTRACT"

Doing Democracy:
A Case Study of Democratic Decision

Making in Gamkyul Elementary School

Lee, Ju Yeon

Major in Elementary Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Ryu, Hyun Jong

This study studied the decision-making process of teachers and students
at the school site, which is the master of democratic learning, in order to
show the meaning of understanding and practicing democracy in daily life.
The decision-making case of teachers and students in an elementary school
were used to analyze the aspects of decision making among the participants
to derive suggestions on how to do democracy.

The decision—making patterns of study participants were shown to be. First,
the participation of students depends on the type of decision. Students are

actively involved in class—scale decision making, but are passive in

* A thesis submitted to the committee of Graduate School of Education, Jeju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of
Master of Education conferred in February, 2019
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school-scale decision making. Second, teachers and students were different in
dealing with conflict in the decision—-making process. Teachers teach students
how to deal with conflict, but do not apply to their problems. Third, students
who could not put their opinions into the decision process due to their poor
self-expression took part in the decision making in a unique way,
‘representative’, ‘alternative’, and ‘agreement’. This stems from a unique
relationship between members.

The implications of the decision—making pattern for implementing democracy
are as follows. First, members’ understanding of democratic values and
experiences of practice are different and each is justified under the name of
democracy. Second, providing opportunities for participation in everyday life
does not increase practical participation. Third, the individual's level of
wellness varies in the course of the whole group’s purview. Fourth,
participation in democratic decision making in life is not directly linked to
social participation and practice.

The study analyzed examples of democracy practice in daily life and
showed achievements and trial and error in understanding and practicing
democracy. I hope these achievements and trial and error will serve as

another starting point for the pursuit of a democratic life.
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