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Abstract

Social meaning of Walking in the Car-dependent Society

- An Analysis of the Conditions for Pedestrian Culture in Jeju

KIM, Tae-Yeon
Department of Sociology
Graduate School of

Jeju National University

This study examines the social meaning of walking in Jeju Wwhere
car-dependent culture are predominant. In order to analyze the social and
cultural conditions for walking in Jeju, this dissertation suggest two type of
walking: 'recreation-related’ walking, and ’'transportation-related walking.

The social meaning of walking has changed through history. Walking has
been a basic human activity and an important means of mobility. After the
Industrial Revolution, the meaning of walking has drastically changed due to the
mmvention of the steam engine. With the invention of the automobile and the
‘motorization’ as a result of it, the urban spatial structure had been transformed
into unfavorable one for walking, and the human-beings living in motorized
cities began to lose their skill of walking. Walking in industrialized urban
society has became only a commodity for consumption.

In the process of modernization, Korea society accepted ‘motorization’ as
natural. Jeju was no exception. Since the 1960s, Jeju has undergone the growth
of tourist industry driven by the industrialization based on developmentalism. All
over Jeju Island the roads had been built by government, and then it changed
the spatial structure into car—-dependent society.

The nationwide popularity of Jeju Olle, a tourist course for walking, spread

_56_



the walking culture as leisure. However, unfortunately, this is closely related to
the prosperity of the automobile industry. In Jeju, known as 'The Island of
Walking,” local residents have been least walking people for the past 10 years
compared with other provinces. This is due to the condition of the walking
environment unfavorable for walking. A rapidly growing number of cars is
making pedestrians exposed to risk of accidents. The poor public transport
system pushes the people to have private cars rather than to use buses. It has
put the local people in a vicious cycle that makes it difficult to walk.

As a result of this vicious cycle, various social problems emerged. To respond
to them, the local authorities devised the policies of motivating the people to
walk. In spite of these policies, and, in some sense, because of being
fragmented, the policies such as energy, transportation, and health failed to
achieve their intended goals. This dissertation would argue that the failure
might stem from the narrow scope of the relevant authorities not recognizing
the essential meaning of walking in the car-oriented society. Only when being
properly understood, the social meaning of walking could paly an important role
in changing our urban structure into more pedestrian friendly. In doing so, we
must consider diverse members’ different needs of mobility, not confined to car
drivers. The society should restore the urban intra-structure for encounter,
gathering, and intermingling among the neighbors, which produces a sense of

place.

Keywords: walking, tourist city, moterization, pedestrian policy
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