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<Abstract>

A Study on Expressions Methods of Action Painting

-Focusing on the My Works-

Shin Min Jung

Major in Western Painting, Department of Fine Arts

Graduate School of Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Park Sung Jin

The relocation of artists from Europe to the United States to avoid war
during the Second World War served as a momentum for the formation of
abstract expression in the American art scene. Abstract expressionism was
strongly influenced by surrealist automatism and emerged as a form of
expressive abstraction different from that of the past.

Two styles of painting, 'Action Painting’ and 'Color Field Painting’, were
created by abstract expressionists who produced works characteristically
embracing the chance element of automatism. Of the two styles, action
painting refers to the style of painting that places greater value on the very
"act’ of painting a painter expresses in the realm of reality instead of seeking
aesthetic value from the finished work.

I have been producing works while keeping in mind such accidental and
gestural expressions of action painting. Therefore, the purpose of this study
is to search for various direction and new possibilities of development for

expressive methods that can be used in future works by examining the
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expressions of action painting in my works.

The following conclusions were drawn in the process of researching action
paintings and analyzing my works. First, the theoretical basis for the
expressions found in my works was established by analyzing the
characteristics and techniques of mode of expression found in action
paintings. Action paintings aim to acquire purity through gestural automatism
with expressions of physical act in the canvas and ultimately create a new
painting style by having painting embody the force of brush strokes
composition through the method of ’all over’ canvas, action paintings make
the audience perceive the painting process itself as an art through action.
Secondly, the characteristic expressions in my works were analyzed by
examining their relation to action paintings based on analysis of works by
artists representing action painting. One of the most typical common features
between my works and those of notable action painter is that chance
operations are involved in the work process to allow free expressions in the
painting. The chance operation in my work, however, differ from that in other
representative action paintings for they are expressed deliberately and
consciously and are not expressions by the unconscious mind. A noteworthy
discovery from the analysis of action paintings where chances are maximized
on the canvas was that each work has unique formativeness from unintended
expressions.

Third, based on the research on expressive methods of action paintings, my
works were analyzed especially in terms of direction and background of
formation, which led to deeper understanding of the value of chance embodied
in the works. In addition, it was confirmed that the method of dripping
maximizes the chance operations in the traces of paint, allowing natural
expressions in the image of forms, and that expressions through physical act
have the effect of adding liveliness to the work. However, it was found that

these expressive methods are limited in that they had been used by artists in
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the past. Thus, my works suggested possibilities of development for creating
new forms of expression.

Examining how new expressive methods emerge and develop in painting
style with a focus on action painting, it was confirmed that the introduction
of novel expressions have a great influence on the development of painting.
Therefore, this study was meaningful in that it enlightened me with the
importance of artistic endeavor to create unique expressive methods through

ongoing research and helped me set the direction of my future works.
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