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<Abstract>

A Comparative Literary Analysis of Natsume Soseki and Lu Xun

- “Botchan” and “Ah Q Zhengzhuan’

YIN YUE

Department of Japanese Language and Literature, Graduate School of Jeju

National University

Academic Advisor: Nan-hee Kim

This paper comparatively analyzed “Botchan” (Master Darling) by Natsume
Soseki and “Ah Q Zhengzhuan” (The True Story of Ah Q) by Lu Xun. Prior
to analyzing the works, the literary careers of the writers and how they
started literary practice were reviewed.

One common experience of the writers is that they had studied overseas.
Natsume Soseki stayed in the industrialized modern city of London for a
while, and Lu Xun had a chance to study in Tokyo, an Asian ‘western’ city
at the time. Although the titles, “Botchan” and “Ah @ Zhengzhuan’,
originated from character names, neither of them refers to the precise name
of the characters. This makes another commonality between the literary
works.

Though similarly presented, the works contain different aspects, which are
attributed to several factors such as the different conditions of their countries
and the different nationalities. The master, the character from “Botchan”,

often suffer loss, reproach and neglect, but he calmly responsds to the
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obstacles he faces. It is deemed that Natsume Soseki feels nostalgic about
the master’s personality. Lu Xun reflected the need for enlightenment in his
book as he believed that it was urgent to reform the public consciousness.
Natsume and Lu were realistic novelists who observed reality cool-headedly.
The two writers have been highly appreciated as their works are outstanding
not just in their contents but also in their formats.

This paper comparatively analyzed “Botchan” and “Ah Q Zhengzhuan”,
specifically in terms of the authors’ literary attitudes, styles of writing, plots,
themes, and the personalities of the characters. It is noteworthy that satires
and humors were commonly found in the styles of the two books. The books
were also structured similarly, beginning with a prologue and ending with an
epilogue, with the main storyline organized with an ‘introduction’, a
‘development’, a ‘turn’ and a ‘conclusion’. In terms of the character types, the
characters from “Botchan” are either ‘loyal’ or ‘opportunist’, while those from
“Ah Q Zhengzhuan” can be divided into ‘proletarians’ or ‘corrupt bureaucrats’.
Several motifs were discovered in the works, which were reviewed in this
paper with discourses on the writers’ views of womanhood and careers as
well as with their bodily discourses.

After the above analysis and reviews, this paper concluded that the two
writers expressed their criticism in their works. Natsume took a critical
stance toward the Meiji era when people received the western culture
unconditionally, while Lu depicted the corrupt bureaucrats and highlighted the

need for enlightening the Chinese public in the late Qing Dynasty.
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