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<Abstract>

Educational Significance of Alternate-Generation Education in Lee

Mun-Geon’s Yangarok

Hye - Kyung Moon

Department of Education, Jeju National University, Korea

Supervised by professor Jin-Geon Yang

The purposes of this study was to clarify educational significance of
alternate—generation education in the Joseon Dynasty era by analyzing Muk
Jae Lee Mun-geon’s Yangarok, the record of raising his grandson. In Joseon
Dynasty era, it was the family that was responsible for the basics of "human

"

formation.” Grandfathers and fathers would make books themselves or use
common textbooks for children to teach their descendants at home when they
became five years old.

Based on previous studies, this study analyzed common textbooks for children
that were used universally during the Joseon Dynasty era and identified the
contents(prenatal education, protection and upbringing, filial duty, manners,
gender roles, family consciousness, and encouragement of learning) and
methods(mimicry, striving, example, corporal punishment, difference among
personal qualities, and reading) of home education in the Joseon Dynasty era.
One of the characteristics of education in the Joseon Dynasty era was to give
children different education by the stages of development. Based on previous

studies, development theories, and curriculum of national level, stages of

development were divided into four stages(infancy, early childhood, childhood,
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and adolescence). This study examined the differences in the contents and
methods of home education in the Joseon Dynasty era in Yangarok according
to stages of development.

Alternate—generation education in Yangarok was intensified and differentiated
even in the same content and method by the stage of development. The focus
of the education was on proper environment and fosterers’ consistent
parenting attitude in infancy. In early childhood, grandfathers would eat and
sleep with their grandsons in full scale, educating them with a free and
generous attitude rather than forcing them. In childhood, grandfathers would
become more active in education for their grandsons emphasizing
psychological self-control and moderation to cultivate qualities of Sadaebu, the
Confucian scholar-gentry class. In this period, Lee Mun-geon’s "temporizing
love” made some problems in childcare and education for Subong, his
grandson and he corrected his educational acts by introspective thinking. In
adolescence, he and his grandson conflicted each other and the conflict
became more and more serious. When the situation reached a critical
situation, Lee Mun-geon maintained a contemplative attitude and accepted
that the subject of learning was his grandson.

The characteristics of alternate-generation education in Yangarok can be
examined 1n the aspects of educational contents and methods. In the aspect of
educational contents, he worked on education of basics and character
education through the learning of daily moral standards with a focus on
protection and upbringing and family consciousness. The training of the body
and mind was emphasized throughout all the areas of contents due to the
history of his family. In the aspect of educational methods, there was a shift
from letting the grandson go free in infancy and early childhood through
teaching him directly with a specific plan and clear intention in childhood to
"setting him free” by expecting his voluntary changes in adolescence. The

significance of alternate—generation education resulted in a clear perception of
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intention points in childcare and education, accurate understanding of his
grandson’s talent, and objective viewpoint as a fosterer.

Based on those findings, this study presented a couple of educational
significances including the restoration of home education provided respectfully,
need for solidarity between generations in the society for childcare, and an

orientation for infancy and early childhood education.

Key words: Yangarok, home education, alternate—generation,

alternate—generation education
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