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<Abstract>

Effect of the family support on the establishment
of ego identity for middle school students:
The comparative study for mediating effects of interpersonal

relationships by gender

Oh Myung Ae

Major in Counseling Psychology, Graduate School of Education,

Jeju National University

Adviser : Choi Bo Young

This research observed the role of familiar support on ego identity
building of middle school students and verified the gender differences in
mediating effects of interpersonal relationships. 860 male and female
students in 5 middle schools in Jeju areas were surveyed, 806 samples
were collected and 779 of those were used for the research excluding the
non-responsive and faulty samples.

The familiar support scale utilized in this research was a devised scale
from Dobow and Ullman (1989)’s research on inter—family relations from
social support appraisal scale and the ego identity barometers, the Korean
Ego Identity Test, introduced by Park A-Chung (1996) and revised by Lee
Hyun-joo (2009) in her research. The changes in interpersonal relationship

was measured by the interpersonal relationship change scale by Schleim
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and Guerney (1975) implemented on the study of Lee Hyoung-deuk and
Moon Seon—-mo in 1980.

The accolated data was analysed by SPSS 18.0. In order to verify the
general characteristics of the data and the relationship between the factors,
Technological Survey Analysis and Correlation Analysis were conducted
respectively. Also, the mediating effect of interpersonal relationships in the
role of familiar support in the establishment of ego identity, Three-Level
Regression Analysis was conducted and in order to validify the results,
Sobel Test was also conducted. Based on the series of analysis, the results
of the research are as the following:

First, the familiar support and ego identity as well as the familiar
support and interpersonal relationships demonstrated the positive
correlations and the effects on middle school students were present in both
male and female students.

Second, for the male students, complete mediation effect was present in
the role of interpersonal medicating effect on the establishment of ego
identity. However, the female students only showed partial mediation
effects.

The research is significant in the sense that it illustrated the gender
differences in the role of interpersonal relationships in ego identity building
in early teens. Therefore, the study can be utilized to support the
development of gender differentiated school educations and directives as

well as counselling in educational environment.

Key works : familiar support, middle school students, ego identity,

mediating effects, gender difference
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