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<Abstract>

The Ideology and View of the Landscape of Songgang’s

Poetry

Kim Hyeon—cheol

Majored in Korean Language Education,
Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Sohn, O-Gyu

Songgang’s poetry 1s recognized for its literary excellence and has received
a lot of praise. The study of his work has been continued to the present day,
which tells us that it is still of a significant value. Songgang's poetry is
based on mountains and water at its core. This is because he reflected an
attitude of consciousness and appreciation, perceiving a scenery as an
aesthetic object, so it can be said that there is a strong tendency towards
scenic literature. Songgang, who lived in the Confucian society at that time,
shows his own consciousness and ideals in his literary works based on the
Confucian ideas.

Therefore, this study plans to see how his ideological characteristics are
expressed through his poetic literature. In addition, the purpose of this paper
1s to examine the view of a landscape of Songgang by looking at the works
from aesthetic point of view and analyzing how he shaped his aesthetic
consciousness artistically. The summary is as follows.

First, there is the ideology of Gyeongguk Jemin (to take charge of the

country and save the people). Songgang, as a nobleman of the Joseon
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Dynasty, resigned from an office and lived in harmony with the surrounding
landscapes and natural world. In this situation, he kept the realization of
Gyeongguk Jemin in mind, which is revealed throughout his works. He
appreciated landscapes and expressed the ideology of Gyeongguk Jemin by
containing his aesthetic consciousness in the scenery of each changing
sSeason.

When he was away from the king, he showed the ideology of Yeonggun
Jijeong which means to miss the king without fail in his literary works
through the life of Jintoe Sasu (to resign and remain in office) and Gwi
Georae (to withdraw his public post and return to his hometown). In
particular, he used natural features such as the moon, stars and plum
blossom as themes, and embodied his longing for the king through enjoying
the scenic beauty. In addition, he put emphasis on a sense of ethics or filial
duty, considering that he tried to see filial duty as an ideal world of
Gyeongguk Jemin. Through the experience of going through political chaos
and suffering war, he revealed Uguk Chungjeong (patriotic sentiment) in his
works, worrying about the country and the king.

Second, it is Songgang’s Sansu Yusang (to take a stroll and see the views
surrounding him). This is well found in Gwandong Byeolgok (the song of the
sceneries of the Gwandong district). Songgang went sightseeing throughout
Gwandong Palgyeong (the eight famous spots in Gwandong) and he perceived
the sceneries as objects of beauty beyond mere external appearance. Then he
found content beauty of the sceneries by projecting his aesthetic sense. In his
work, Seongsan Byeolgok, he admires the scenery of Seongsan, realizes the
reasons of Mother Nature, and reveals his carefree feelings on the scenic
beauty which is the pleasure of rambling and enjoying nature. In his work,
Samiingok (song of longing for the king, song about a woman who misses
her dead husband), he finds scenic attractions by perceiving nature as the

meaning of existence after observing a change of a landscape during his
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solitary and sequestered life. Furthermore, he sees natural beauty as a place
that inspires us for self-reflection and is not isolated one from the political
world.

Third, it is about Songgang’s beauty and the view of a landscape. Enjoying
the beautiful landscape, he seeks to be united with pure Mother Nature and
expresses his desire to assimilate with nature. With the description of a
fairyland, he represents the boundary of ones mental world in an effort to
realize an ultimate truth so called ‘Do (enlightenment)’. Through detailed
activities in harmony with a landscape, alcohol and music, he shows a taste
for the arts which shows a scope of sensitivity, an aesthetic immersion
experience and pleasure. His landscape boundary symbolizes room for

researching the reasons of nature and shining his own inner nature.

Keyword : scenic literature, ideology, Jintoe Sasu(to resign and remain in

office), Gwi Georae(to withdraw his public post and return to his hometown),

aesthetic consciousness artistically, beauty, the view of a landscape.
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