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[ABSTRACT]

Aspect of Characters coping with reality in Short stories

written by North Korean Defector Writers

Lee Hye-yeon

Department of Korean language Education

The Graduate School of Education Jeju National University

Supervised by professor Noh Dae-won

This study aims to consider aspect of characters coping with reality in
North Korean Defector Writers’ short stories representing North Korean
society. Being expected to find out how North Korean Defector Writers
represent the realities of North Korea, changes of the society and changes in
perception of the people which are unveiled yet, and finally the literary
meaning and limitations of such representation.

This study works with 30 short stories written by North Korean Defector
Writers. The texts are from "Shadows crossing the borders, A story about
gold nuggets (These are Joint collections of short stories by South and North
Korean writers), and "North Korean Writers in Exile Pen Literatures(vol. 1~
4), which all proclaim accusation of human rights abuse in North Korea.
Therefore these stories represent North Korean Society and the lives of the

people there in a critical view.
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In order to analyze aspect of characters coping with reality, it is necessary
to analyze how the realities are represented in the stories first. Finding that
two levels of realities exist in the stories after practical analysis, which are
economic and political reality.

Economic reality consists of motifs such as a period of North Korean
famine, 'Jangmadang’ economy (Jangmadang means Market), existential
anxiety by deepening competition and the perception of ’survival of the
fittest” in capitalism tendency, and wealth gap issues. The key of the
economic reality is poverty, however poverty doesn’'t mean deficiency of
wealth or food only. Poverty caused deficiency of generosity and compassion
within people. The market economy being appeared to overcome the poverty
caused mammonism and deficiency of morality by existential anxiety.
Therefore it can be understood that the economic reality is represented as
'Reality of Deficiency’ in the texts.

Drawing a conclusion of four types of characters from analysis on
characters coping with ’'Reality of Deficiency’, and there are @Seeking
survival, @Seeking mother’s instinctive love, @Seeking desire and @Crossing
the border.

Political reality is defined as ’'Reality of Oppression’ which is widely
embracing national system in general such as politics and society except
economic forces. It is because that various laws and systems being existed to
keep the nation such as public execution, concentration camp, domestic exile,
Chulsin-songbun (it is a kind of the social and political hierarchy being
determined by family origin in North Korea), implicative system, propaganda,
government authority are emerged as violence oppressing the people. This
reality embraces the area of ideology influencing the characters’ sayings and
doings and inner consciousness. Therefore aspect of characters coping with
this reality have a close relevance to degree of one’s immersion in national

system.
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Drawing a conclusion of four types of characters from analysis on
characters coping with 'Reality of Oppression’ and there are (DAllegiance, @
Conformity, @Internal Resistance and @External Resistance.

The types of ’'Seeking survival’, 'Seeking mother’s instinctive love’,
"Allegiance’ and 'Conformity’ among those eight types of characters are
'Orwellian man’ who has strong tendency to sacrifice and obedience in
ideology of 'mother’s instinctive love’ and ’the patriarchal views’. On the
other hand, the types of ‘Seeking desire’, 'Crossing the border’, ‘Internal
resistance’ and ‘External resistance’ crystallize ’the Individual’ leaving
totalitarianism. Pursuit of an independent life found in these types can be
called manifestation of ’'Individual consciousness’ leaving the ideology of
'Community of one destiny’.

However it can be one of limitations that there is no big difference
between ‘the Individual’ represented in the stories and previous ’'Orwellian
man’ in the point of the possibilities of main agents of social reformation.
Even though there is progressive change from the figure of 'the Individual in
totalitarianism’ to 'the Individual leaving totalitarianism’, it seems beyond
their ability to be main agents of social reformation for 'Seeking Desire’ with
bourgeois and uncritical tendency and ’'Internal resistance’ with passivity.
This can be interpreted as a result from literarily restricted imagination or a
long-time feeling of helplessness of the writers being too afraid to even try
resistance. And also it can be understood that even the writers didn’t shed
themselves their old way of thinking such as 'Orwellian man’ and
'Patriarchal views'.

The stories in this study highlight dark sides of North Korean society and
have tragic tendency since those stories were created with a strong desire
and a vocation for accusation and testimony consciousness of human rights
abuse in North Korea, based on their own negative experiences. This can be

significance of North Korean defector writers’ works, but also can be

- 132 -



limitations in the point of art at the same time. They should go one step
forward to reconcile their testimony consciousness and vocation with literary
imagination.

North Korean Defector Writers’ works can be regarded as one of North
Korean Literature. It is important that the issues of North Korea is spoken in
the literature by the people who has a sense of North Korean identity,
whoever it’s North Korean writer or North Korea defector writer. It is
because that it is a matter of Spirit to manage his own destiny. North
Korean literature and South Korean literature can meet in Korean literature
ultimately. Therefore Regarding the works by North Korean Defector Writers
as one of North Korean Literature is to promote spiritual value of Korean
literature ultimately. It seems still have a long way to go, but the outlook is
not so dark since there are many ongoing meaningful attempts such as the
literature about North Korean defectors by South Korean writers, Collection
of short stories by South and North Korean writers in collaboration and

North Korean Writers in exile Pen Literature and so on.

Key words : The literature about North Korean Defectors, North Korean
Literature, Testimony Literature, North Korean defector writers, North Korean
Novel, Resistant Literature, human rights in North Korea, North Korean
Writers in Exile Pen Literature, North Korean writers in exile pen center,
Joint collection of short stories by South and North Korean writers, A story
about gold nugget, Shadows crossing the border, Coping with reality, Type of

characters
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