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{ABSTRACT>

A Method of Art Education through Jeju Natural and Culture Experience.

-Focused on the higher grades of elementary school-

Hye-]Ji Lee

Department of Art Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University, Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Jung-Myung Kwack

Today’s art education emphasizes curriculum that is experience-centered and
locally tailored as a way to promote the concept of ‘art for life” Being
encouraged to learn about the relationship between themselves and their
surroundings, the learners are intrigued and motivated more easily because
they can readily apply what they learn to their daily lives. To promote ‘art
for life, the learners should first be educated in the culture of their local
community. For learners to have ‘art for life’, education of local culture should
be preceded, and experiential learning makes it more effective by allowing
them to have contact with nature and objects around themselves.

This study provided an opportunity for upper grade students of elementary
schools on Jeju Island to experience Jeju's natural environment and cultural
heritage through bike rides. It was designed to help apply lessons learned to
future curriculum and achieve whole person education for the students.

In order to verify the effectiveness of art education provided in the local

context, existing literature on the value of Jeju's natural environment and
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cultural heritage was investigated based on community education theories.
Various art expression activities that combined experiential learning and art
curriculum were conducted as well.

The study was expected to produce the following educational benefits.

First, the students will be able to understand and appreciate Jeju's nature and
culture.

Second, they will be able to become more interested in and attracted to their
local community.

Third, they will be able to develop aesthetic sensibility and express
themselves more creatively through hands-on experience.

Fourth, they will be able to improve thinking and awareness of art in the
context of their lives.

To meet these purposes, five activities were carried out in the following
sequence: 1) writing calligraphy in Jeju dialect; 2) inscribing an Olle (local
foot path) stamp by one’s own design; 3) modeling a new-generation Dol
Hareubang (indigenous rock statue); 4) appreciating things fading from
memories; and 5) making a bicycle with wires.

Classes conducted as part of the study produced the following results.

First, while riding bicycles along local paths, the students came to experience,
watch and understand Jeju's nature and culture.

Second, by linking their classroom lessons to their daily lives, the students
expanded their space for learning into their local community.

Third, the students developed rich sensibility and aesthetic appreciation of
Jeju's natural environment and surroundings represented by such elements as
winds, sunlight and seasonal changes.

Fourth, the study presented a way forward for art education by encouraging
the students to voluntarily participate in the activities designed to help them
investigate and find solutions to social issues through art in their daily

context.
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Continued research and development to help apply various materials of
educational value in Jeju to the curriculum for art education through natural
and cultural experience will contribute to enhancing the students’ interest in
and understanding of their learning and allow them to experience broader
genres of art beyond classroom activity that only focuses on plane
expression. It is hoped that this study contributes to developing curriculum
that focuses on community-based experiential activity and promoting the

‘art-for-life’ concept for learners of art.

% A thesis submitted to the Committee the Graduate School of Education, Jeju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education

in 2018. 8
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