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ABSTRACT

The Analysis and Study of K-Pop
-Based on High School Music TextBooks

Koh Sang Hee

Supervised by professor Hur, Dae—Sik
Department Of Music Education

The Graduate School Of Education

Jeju National University

According to a recent daily report, about 13,000 spectators gathered to watch
K-Pop singers in a Korean wave event in Paris, France. K-Pop, which is at
the center of the Korean Wave craze, is at its peak as a cultural, symbol of
Korea. Korean Pop music has grown into a representative culture of Korea, it
1S necessary to examine how Korean Pop music, which has grown into a
representative culture of Korea, is recognized and accepted in Korean school
music education.

The purpose of this study is to classify and analyze Korean Pop music
among other Pop music in textbooks and to provide basic data related to Pop
music education in the school curriculum.

Pop music is used as a relative concept of pure music, and has an image of
popularity, commerciality, or entertainment which the general public feels
familiar with and enjoys. In addition, the hybrid of genre creates a new

genre, and it has a characteristic that the definition of genre is not clear.
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Therefore, Pop music has different definitions depending on the time, place,
and person.

Due to these characteristics, it might become difficult to learn the theory of
popular music because the classification, definition and terms of music are not
clear, especially when Pop is applied to music education. Furthermore, there
might be difficulties in managing the modern musical instruments related with
instrument activities.

Nonetheless, the purpose of popular music education is to share the
‘Contemporary Music’ created and enjoyed by people of the same age. This is
to express the emotions and thoughts, which people in the similar age can
sympathize, through melody and lyrics, and to help individuals improve their
musical competence and accept correct Pop music.

However, despite the fact that we enjoy popular music the most compared
to other genres, it i1s excluded from education because it is not classical
music or Korean music. This is not only a lack of understanding of reality,
but also a prejudice against art. In addition, Korean Pop music is the most
popular genre of music among middle and high school students in Korea,
There 1s a need to look at how these Korean Pop music is applied in school
music education.

Therefore, in order to analyze the textbooks that are used in school
education, we selected three kinds of music textbooks by the following
criteria, and compared them.

First, we selected a textbook which is actually used in high school in Jeju
Island.

Second, textbooks were divided into high, middle, and low, according to the
frequency of use in high schools in Jeju Island.

Prior to the study, the researcher analyzed the proportion of Pop music in
each curriculum and classified the definition and genre of Pop music.

We analyzed the Pop music field in detail, which were in the three
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textbooks selected by the researcher’s criteria, namely, Mirae—Ann Co., Ltd.,
Park Young-sa and Ji hak-sa Co., Ltd.

As a result, it was concluded that the proportion of Pop music in the
textbooks from the first curriculum to the 2009 revision curriculum gradually
increases according to the curriculum.

The total number of genres of popular music in music textbooks was
approximately 9, and among the popular music genres, K-Pop, was the most
included genre in all three music textbooks, with an average of 32. 70%.

After secondary analysis of the release year, genre, composition, and learning
activities of K-Pop, and the characteristics of each music textbook was
understanded and the three textbooks were compared.

Through the research, we were able to confirm the attitude of accepting
Korean Pop music in music textbooks and how Korean Pop music has
developed in school music education.

In order to utilize Pop music more actively in future school music education,
Pop music based academic research should be actively carried out and I hope
that this research will provide various basic materials to teachers who teach

students at school.
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