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ABSTRACT

An Analysis of Prehistoric Museum Exhibition and Educational Programs

. Focused on Jeju Samyang—Dong Remains

Lim, Boa

Major in Elementary Social Studies Education
Grauate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Kim, Eun Seok

This study focused on the educational value of prehistoric museum
exhibition and educational programs as a part of an effort to overcome
the limitation of prehistory education in schools. Especially, the need for
educational involvement was recognized of Samyang-dong Prehistoric
Museum, where its exhibitions include prehistoric remains of Jeju. Based
on this fact, this study attempted a critical analysis on the exhibition
and educational programs of Samyang-dong Prehistoric Museum for
their improvement.

Prior to analysis, the three approaches to archaeological studies were
explored, namely culture historical archaeology, processual archaeology,
and post-processual archaeology as well as the constructive museum
education put forth by George E. Hein. Based on the findings, the

archaeological exhibition structure and educational programs were
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categorized into ‘description-direct explanation approach’,
‘explanation-discovery approach’, and ‘interpretation-constructivism
approach’ and their analytic perspectives and factors were developed for
the analysis. The results of the exhibition and educational programs of
Samyang-dong Prehistoric Museum are as follows:

First, the exhibition and educational programs, in general, took up the
‘description-direct explanation approach’, meaning that rather than
allowing the spectators to find stories and constructing meanings from
the archaeological records, the museum directly delivered detailed
information regarding the lives of the past.

Second, the exhibition and educational programs encouraged the
spectators to take in the experience in the sequence that they intended.
With a clear beginning and ending and a deliberate route, the
‘description-direct explanation approach’ opted by the museum may be
an effective means to deliver archaeological knowledge to the spectators,
but it was constrained in terms of allowing the spectators discovering
archaeological information on their own and constructing meanings.

Third, with respect to construction of meanings by the spectators, the
exhibition and educational programs focused on learning of ‘cultural
historical description’. The explanatory panels and labels only provided
information regarding the time, form, migration and dissemination,
materials, purpose of use, and function. What's more, the sole purpose
of the museum handouts was to confirm these archaeological
descriptions only. The exhibition and educational programs also
displayed their deficit in facilitating the spectators to construct their own
knowledge through various activities, including direct operation,
exploration or experimentation, nor took into consideration the past
experience and cognitive development of the spectators.

The exhibition and educational programs of Samyang-dong Prehistoric
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Museum is exceedingly predisposed toward ‘description-direct explanation
approach’ and must be modified to incorporate ‘explanation-discovery
approach’ and ‘interpretation-constructivism approach’. Because a
prehistoric museum should be an educational space for the spectators to
experience the exploratory courses of archaeologists in inferring and
interpreting the lives of people in prehistoric times and the students
should be provided with opportunity to develop their historical thinking
skills in an archaeological context.

The results of this critical analysis on the exhibition and educational
programs of Samyang-dong Prehistoric Museum should be utilized in the
course of museum’s attempt at educational improvement. In the same
context, I hope this study serves as a steppingstone for schools to
exploit Samyang-dong Prehistoric Museum as a part of their history

courses.
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