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<Abstract>

Art and Thought of Gyeomjae Jeong Seon

Kim Jin-Soo

Graduate School of Jeju National University

Korean Paintings, Department of Fine Art

Advising Professor Lee Chang-Hee

Gyeomjae Jeong Seon created and developed Jinkyoung landscape paintings and
expressed ethical thought and ideal view of the world based on Confucianism
culture in his works. Arts of Gyeomjae has profound effects on following
scholars, and its value is highly recognized as the most influential works in the
art history of Korea.

In the late Joseon Dynasty, literature and sijo containing genuine meaning of
real views were widespread. In the field of painting, in particular, Jinkyoung
landscape paintings with the characteristics of paintings of southern Chinese
style and real-view landscape paintings were focused on. The research explored
the development process and characteristics of Gyeomjae Jinkyoung landscape
paintings, which were created in such temporal background, by early, mid and
late period, and classified the works in the order of Gyeomjae’s travel to
kumgang Mountain.

The viewpoint on painting of Gyeomjae who created Jinkyoung landscape
painting made the new form and painting style in the late Joseon Dynasty. The

characteristics of his creative Jinkyoung landscape paintings are as follows:
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In terms of form, Jinkyoung landscape painting has his own formative
characteristics. When it comes to contents, it is based on Neo—-Confucianism and
I Ching as well as holds unique spirituality linked with thoughts of shi/hak.

As for the formative characteristics of Gyeomjae Jinkyoung landscape paintings,
Gyeomjae combined paintings of southern Chinese style and northern style to
complete his own rules and created the frame of space and structure, and
created art based on mountains and streams of Joseon he had traveled and
sketched in person. Moreover, he utilized the rule suitable for expressing human
figure in landscape painting reflecting the phase of the times and the natural
characteristics of the country, and drew pine trees with a unique shape of jeong
(J).

The ideological characteristics of Gyeomjae Jinkyoung landscape painting
include harmonious expression of yin and yang according to the principle of I
Ching, harmony of yin and yang using the structure of taegeuk, and naturalistic
trend based on the ideology of Neo-Confucianism and thoughts of
Neo-Confucianism and Shilhak in Joseon. Also, the art contains results of
research on the position of optimism and proposition of circulating flow of
energy.

In conclusion, the artistic values and thoughts in Gyeomjae’'s Jinkyoung
landscape painting reveal that Gyeomjae was assimilated with nature by
observing and sketching mountains and streams in person rather than just being
a viewer of nature. Additionally, they show the artistic viewpoint of him to find
ego In the process as the natural artistic attitude and to pursue purity.

This research on the art and thoughts in Jinkyoung landscape paintings of
Gyeomjae Jeong Seon aims to help understand the value of the paintings in
terms of painting history and the humanities and establish values applicable to

the modern society.
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