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<Abstract>

A Research on Creating Jeju Regional Villages that
Utilize Cultural Arts

Academic Supervisor: Hwang Kyung-soo
Major: Local Autonomy, Department of Public Administration,
Graduate School of Public Administration,

Jeju National University

This paper has the purpose of proposing methods to activate the creation
of Jeju regional villages that utilize its own cultural arts. This could be said
to be an attempt to come up with communal awareness within the people and
to resolve regional issues. The various attempts to create these villages can
be said to be an effort to change the situation into a more positive one and
there definitely is a need to research into the activation plan aggressively to
reach such affirmative results.

The quantitative development of a city or a village inevitably demands a
transition into a new qualitative development as well. Not only that, the
political environment of a local autonomy era raises political awareness of the
people who are constituents of the village, making them participate in policy
implementation decisions and ultimately inducing them to let out the desire

for new qualitative changes in the village in several ways. The attempts to
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several types of village forming that is currently being carried out on a
national basis recently is just that. This research first looked into the
theoretical background and concept of village making then through the case
studies of village makings in the domestic scene, a further investigation was
executed to look into the agent who launched the village making process, the
target people and their location as well as the contents of the project. The
case studies of the Gasiri Village and the activities of the cultural art
organization of the Daejung-eup Village was especially paid attention to as to
find out how cultural arts could contribute to activating the village making
process.

In-depth interviews of regional residents who are participating in the
village making process through cultural arts, activists, and the people who are
responsible for the actual running programs were conducted to find out what
kind of effects it had on the village making activation project as well as to
various cultural art programs. The research was then carried out to propose
the directions for improvements that are necessary for any problems that
currently existed within the scope of the project.

As the first proposal to activate Jeju regional villages that utilize cultural
arts, there should be various provisions of opportunities given to the regional
residents to enjoy the cultural arts. Second, a network should be established
amongst professional artists and village cultural arts organizations. Through
the networking, the challenges and limits faced by the village in terms of
using its cultural art resources should be overcome. Third, there is a need to
establish a governance between the state(administrative body) or local
authority with the regional residents to cooperate and discuss about in what
parts the village is lacking and in what parts the government needs to
intervene. However, even in the case where intervention might be perceived
to be necessary, the principles of the regional people should be made a

priority and even if the village making policy was headed, planned and
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supported by the administrative body the true agent of the project should be
the local residents. At the same time, the residents themselves should be
given the incentive, the necessity and motivation. Fourthly, through changes
brought about by the village festivals that are organized and enjoyed by the
local people themselves, the festivals must become one that can be run and
enjoyed independently and not just relying on the participation of outsiders.
The festival’s satisfaction and accomplishment rate can only be high if it can
be enjoyed mutually along with the local residents.

This paper is limited in proposing the village activation plan without
considering the expansion into other domestic scenes as it laid its boundaries
within Jeju and one region called Daejung. However, there is a lot of
significance in that it looked into the actual farming and fishing village sites
and situations such as carrying out specific investigation of successful Jeju
case studies of the Gasiri Village and the independently functioning male
band "Monseng-ie” as well as carrying out in-depth interviews with direct
participants of Daejung region -cultural art fields, performance planners,
professional village making experts and executive heads of projects.

It is hoped that before the villages demand its constituents to act upon its
social obligations and roles, it could lay out the foundation to expect active
deliberations and actions which would ultimately lead to the creation of
villages that could be shared in its cultural and artistic values possessed by
individuals so that every stakeholder residing in the village could participate

together.

Keywords: Creating villages, Cultural Arts, Village Festivals, Regional Culture
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