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<Abstract>

The Analysis of the Dangers of
Positional Negotiations through
Case Studies of High Level

Inter—-Korean Talks

Kyong—-Nam Hwang

Department of Public Administration

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

JEJU NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

(Supervised by professor Hwang, Kyung Soo)

This paper first analyzes the negotiation process of the high-level
inter-Korean high-level talks that happened on August 25, 2015, and through
that analysis, the dangers of positional negotiations are interpreted. Afterwards,
attempts have been made to find out the implications of the said proceedings.
Therefore, this study assumes that high-level inter-Korean talks are included
within the negotiation of a big concept and analyzed within that premise. The
high-level talks between the two Koreas were also seen as one of the
negotiations, and the process of negotiations was to interpret the two sides in
response to the negotiations.

In this study, theoretical research and previous studies were carried out, while
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choosing not only to interpret but arrange the contents systematically using the
case studies. At the time of case study analyses, the framework of analysis was
defined and interpreted within their range. Due to the sensitivity of the situation
in which the South and the North are confronting each other, efforts were made
to avoid subjective interpretation as much as possible and construct a certain
logic by citing the expressions of previous researchers.

In particular, the content of the high-level talks between the two Koreas were
centered on the articles published in newspapers. In order to have an objective
and unbiased view, various newspapers such as Chosun Ilbo, Dong-A Daily
News, Kyunghyang Sinmun and Hankyoreh Sinmun were used as references to
maintain a level balance. The contents of the Dong-A Ilbo were used to
summarize factual contents and if there was a different opinion or logic, the
contents of the newspaper were quoted per verbatim.

During the negotiations on the high-level talks between the North and the
South, the South authorities appropriately applied the ban on the loudspeakers
requested by the North knowing that the North was sensitive about this issue.
With this as a basis, the South tried to alleviate military tensions between
South and North Korea and its ultimate aim to prevent war. The use of this
psychological urgency in the psychological breakdown of North Korea ultimately
led to an agreement between South and North Korea.

During the initial negotiations, the two Koreas had stubbornly insisted on
demands and claims that could not be conceded on either side. What is really
impressive at this point was that the South stepped back during the negotiation
process which led to an agreement. The apology issue of the minefield which
was a trigger in enhancing military tension was able to be resolved due to the
South yielding whereby they withdrew their original principle that they had been

maintaining until that time.
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According to the result of this research analysis, it is a given to suppose that
the purpose is the most important in the process of the negotiation. If more
emphasis was put on cause than on purpose as it is usually in Korea, it may
be difficult to negotiate on the basis of justification rather than achieving the
goal. Although the negotiations are usually held in meeting rooms, the strong
military and national solidarity based on the US-ROK military alliance that
happens outside will become the strong negotiating power in leading the
negotiations. It is also necessary to strive to alleviate military tensions through
consensus with neighboring countries. The agenda of the negotiations also needs
to clearly identify the facts that can be practiced rather than mass production of
a new consensus, that it is profitable to keep the agreements, and if it does not,
it will be disadvantageous. There is a need to find ways to make these easy
mistakes first and also to make them one by one.

It is hoped that this research will be used as a basis for establishing a
negotiation strategy for high-level inter-Korean talks and important diplomatic

negotiations in the future.

Keywords : Inter-Korean High-level Talks, Negotiation Technique
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