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Summary

A Study on “Si Jo” of the themes of Byung Ja Ho Ran

Yang Soon-pil

After the construction of Yi Dynasty, the major diplomatical policy had been good-
will relationships with Myeong Country, The dynasty, continued nearly for 3 hundred
years, had met Im Jin Oe Ran{1592~1599) - Japanese invasion into Yi Dynasty - in
1592, In 1636, due to the Chung’s invasion, Byung Ja Ho Ran (1636) occured. As a
result Yi Dynasty was destroyed and set itself under the domination of Japanese forces,
In such circumstance, the princes of Yi Dynasty, were taken to Chung as captures,
and those subjects who suggested to continue battle against Chung forces were also
taken to Chung, Therefore, the theme of this study is to observe the effect of the
errible historical tragedy at that time, into the“Si Jo”(Korean original poem)literature
of that century.

To complete this study, 22 writers of Si Jo,including King, Hyo Jongand Kim, Sang
Hyun, and 52 pieces of works were picked up. To analyse and examine : 1) The songs
of tragedy, left after they were taken into hostile country, 2) elegy written by Lee,
Jnng Hwan, 3) another many songs of tragedy written by other many writers, 4) the
comparative study between Im Jin Oe Ran and Byung Ja Ho Ran, were taken for major
items of this study. Asa conclusion from the study, the following decisions were made :

1. There are many, most of them, works of tragedy, left by those whowere taken
as captures by the hostile country during the war, 9 works by Prince, SoHyon, Prince
BongRim and Prince, InPyong and 16 works by Kim, Sang Hyun, Lee Myong Han,
Hong Ik Han and Cho Han Young, were exact te examples Among them, Prince
BongRim, who was captured by Chung, is tho most representative one among royal
family on the history of Korean Literature in the tragedy of war,

2. During the war, the writers who wrote songs of tragedy were 7 from the total of
22, aad 25works from thz tital of 52 works, Tazr:afrr2, th: miia thought of the Si
Jo from the them2 o1 Byung Ja Ho Ran, is th2 siag of tragedy which is full of bur
ning revenge,
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3. The most resistant writer among them was Kim, Sang Hyun, With the result,
as the subject of the king, he had been captive in the hostile country’s prison for 3 years
His miserablepoe ms of elegy were 9 pieces and the variety of his poem subjects should
be recognized in Korean History of Literature.

4. Most of the works, representing the elegy of a defeated nation, were for their
country and king, In that respect, they reflect the spirit of Confucianism.

5. Lee, Jung Hwan wrote 10 poems calling such poems of defeated tragedy as
“Elegy.” The contents of 6 poems among them were selflamentation for country or
deploration, coming from the unability to do their best for the country. Therefore, it
is clear that the poetical spirit of the “Elegy” is the Spirit of Confucianism,

6. The pain of defeated brought great disappointment to many nobles, The typical,
Yun Sun Do ran away from reality because of the painful defeat. It made him write
poems with great power which led him to sing poems. Most of his works were created
by such situations and reasons. His poem of “Myuong Chun Yo" - a song of dreaming
heaven is just the example. Through this poem, he thought of his country’s future and
felt miserable for his people. It made him and his work, one of the most superior in
the Korean history of Literature,

7.This study, also, makes comparison between Im Jin Oe Ran and Byung Ja Ho
Ran. By the former were the works thinking and loving for his country, by Lee, Sun Sin,
and the works akdut of later, were invason-northern countries with full of revenge
which all Korean people at that time wanted to happen. In a word,all of them were
refecting that time in literature.

8.A “Sijo* by king Injo was written about the father’s love towards his princes
taken to the hostile country. A common opinion up to now says that most of “Sasulsi
jos” except Songkang’s “Jangjin jusa” were written in the periods of Youngjo and
Jungjo
. But when we mark on the point that King Injo himself composed it in the period
of vacancy in “Sijo”, I should say that its value must be acknowledged in the History
of koroan Literature,
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