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NIE: Changes & Challenges With the future of newspaper readership on the
line, papers pull out all the stops to support Newspaper In Education

programs

EDUCATION. Good newspaper Internet sites feed NIE efforts
NIE, Globally Newspaper In Education programs around the world help fill a

special need in today’s classrooms
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Abstract

A Study on the Sustainability Factors of NIE
Activities 1n Jeju
. A Case of Jeju NIE Society

NIE (Newspaper In Education) is an educational program that

utilizes a newspaper as a textbook. A newspapers i1s a medium of long
standing history. The refined knowledge and information in a
newspaper has played an important role in the democratic system by
developing healthy public opinion in the middle of the new media age,
in which a countless amount of information is abound.
Although the NIE activities in Jeju are mainly run either in schools or
newspapers, it 1s the NIE instructors and leaders who actively
participate in the NIE programs promoted by schools and newspaper
companies, link the two entities together. Jeju NIE Society is a
voluntary research group that was established in 2006 in Jeju,
composed of exemplary instructors of the field.

In this study examined are both positive and negative factors of the
sustainability of NIE Society.

The research method was conducted based on in—depth interviews of
NIE instructors in Jeju, which were 10 in total. The result of the

research was produced based on interview data. After the interview,

_73_



the instructors were divided into three groups based on their
"awareness of sustainability”. The first group fully appreciated and
took an optimistic view on its sustainability of NIE alone, whereas the
second group considered NIE be sustainable by maintaining complex
programs, and the third group continued as NIE Society members but
not actively engaged as lectors.

In this study, several factors of its sustainability, based on the
interviews of members in NIE, are suggested as follows. There are
several positive factors of sustainability of NIE activities: (1) the sense
of accomplishment by the lector’s personal development; (2) continuous
reading of newspapers; (3) social interests and directions; (4)
sustainability of the NIE support and business power; (5) financial
achievement through NIE activities; (6) the sense of fulfillment as a
NIE instructor; (7) creativity; (8) children’s education using NIE
methods; (9) human network and trust among the instructors; and (10)
the ease of combination with various fields of education.

Impeding factors include (1) wuncertain directions of NIE; (2)
relationship conflicts among the NIE instructors; (3) the weakening
support of NIE projects in newspaper companies; (4) the decreased use
of newspaper due to the lowered public trust of newspaper journalism;
(5) lack of opportunities in personal development through NIE; (6) few
financial ~ benefit  through NIE; (7) dropped popularity  of
newspaper-based media education; (8) lowered sense of mission in
partaking civic education and community education; (9) low public
awareness at schools.

In order for NIE activities in Jeju to be sustainable, it 1S necessary
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to maintain efforts to maintain sustainable positive factors and to
improve efforts to improve sustainability. I hope that this research will
help to study the sustainability of NIE beyond Jeju.

This study was limited that it was short of the in—-depth research of
the need not only for the changes in NIE instructors and leaders but
also in schools, newspaper companies, fields of education, and the
overall system in order to ensure sustainability of NIE . It 1s believed

that continuous researches and efforts are needed for the future.

Key words: Newspaper in Education (NIE), Sustainability, NIE

Instructor, Jeju NIE Society.
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