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A Study on Jeju Daycare Teachers'’
Awareness of Safety Accidents and

Safety Training

Geum Hee Hong

Department of Public Administration
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
JEJU NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

(Supervised by professor Jin, Gwan Hoon)

The purpose of this study was to discuss the safety accidents occurring at
the daycare centers for infants and young children in Jeju, the daycare
teachers’ awareness of safety accidents and safety training, their awareness
of safety training, and their responses to safety accidents at daycare centers.

For this purpose, 300 teachers working for daycare centers in Jeju were
surveyed and the data were entered using the SPSS for Windows 20.0 for

technical statistics, frequency analysis, and Chi-square test (x*-test).

The following summarizes the findings of this study:

First, 204 (71.8%) of the daycare teachers in Jeju responded that they 'have
experience with safety accidents,” so most of the teachers have experienced
safety accidents. As a result of analyzing multiple responses to the types of
safety accidents at daycare centers, the most frequent accidents involved

scratching or biting and took 63.0%6. The biggest cause of safety accidents
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was ‘the children’s personal characteristics such as aggressiveness or
distraction.” Also, 98.6% of daycare centers provided safety training regularly
and the frequency was once a week most of the time. There was a
significant difference according to the type of daycare center and the age
group of classes. Most daycare centers were offering safety training at least
once a week.

The materials for safety training mostly used learning materials and the
teachers were mostly satisfied with safety inspection of facilities at least once
a week. However, this varied according to the experience of teachers.
Considering the multiple responses on the areas of improvement for the
prevention of safety accidents, they wanted improvement with the entrance
and indoor/outdoor stairs. Therefore, it is necessary to make efforts to
manage the safety inspection checklist and manuals to create a safer
environment.

Second, considering the contents of safety training at daycare centers, the
most frequent way of safety training was ’'having the children play at safe
places’ for both the infant and young children teachers. The teachers
considered that it is important to instruct the children to develop safe habits
in familiar places that they share with peers and understood the importance
of instructing them how to respond to child abuse, sexual violation, abduction,
and loss. Therefore, they were repeatedly instructing the children using the
contents and methods right for the children’s stage of development.

Third, most teachers understood that safety training for young children is
absolutely necessary and their safety awareness has a great impact on the
children’s safety. Considering the awareness of importance of purpose of
safety training for the young children, the most important purpose was
‘developing the attitude to respect the lives of their own and others. Safety
training at daycare centers should be offered ‘occasionally in relation to the

daycare programs’ and the most important content of safety training at
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daycare centers was safety training about ‘safety while playing. Daycare
teachers believed that safety training for young children is necessary because
‘they are at high risk of safety accidents’ and the preferred frequency of
safety training of teachers was twice a year with 194 teachers (68.3%)
strongly motivated to participate in the safety training. This reflects their
understanding of the importance of safety training despite the excess
workload.

Fourth, as a result of discussing the children’s awareness of response to
safety accidents at daycare centers, most teachers were satisfied with the
response to safety accidents and the frequency of safety training and there
was a significant difference in the response to safety accidents according to
the length of experience. The teachers working for private daycare centers
were more satisfied with the teachers’ training for the response to safety
accidents. The necessary measures for the prevention of safety accidents
included strict management of harmful supplies in classrooms and mandatory

use of safety equipment.
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