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Abstract

The purpose of this dissertation is to develop an environmental
interpretation program for national parks with a case study on Youngsil
Trail from Mt. Halla National Park, focusing on how to raise
environmental awareness of Mt. Halla National Park’s visitors. By the way
of the study and viewed from the perspective of environmental
education, this will offer an unique way to enhance environmental
sensitivity and educational effectiveness of our national parks.

Given the ever increasing problems facing Mt. Halla National
Parks, it is generally accepted that there are limitations on what we can
do to solve current environmental problems with legal regulations or
supplemental physical devices at national parks. To create a fundamental
solution, various types of environmental education are prerequisite to
these problems, and the environmental interpretation program of Mt.
Halla National Park can be one of the best fitted educational methods to
practice environmental education.

Based on the analysis of the nationwide interpretation programs
of national parks in Korea, most of the programs are targeted to
students in the lower grades of elementary school, and have a strong
focus on natural ecology. There are several interpretation programs that
are currently being operated at Mt. Halla National Park, but considering
the total number of visitors, the number of interpretation programs
serving the area is scant. Programs are not offered for other age
groups, although there appears to be a strong need for such
programming. Therefore, it 1is difficult to expect total educational
effectiveness from the interpretation programs. Furthermore, visitors’

understanding of Mt. Halla's cultural and historical aspects is limited due
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to the biased content--offered by previous programs--which was focused
on natural ecology of Mt. Halla.

To enhance the educational effectiveness of the national parks’
interpretation programs and to allow visitors to internalize environmental
consciousness, the research designed herein addresses the environmental
interpretation program for national parks, focusing on two main
elements. First, the total interpretation resources of the program are
divided into three categories which consist of ‘National Park Value
Resources, VR’, ‘Natural Resources, NR' and ‘Cultural Resources, CR’,
and all resources of these three categories are collected to make up one
resource table called, ‘an extraction table of interpretation resources of
national parks’. Second, based on age appropriate curriculum building
theory related to developing the interpretation programs, this research
divides the total visitors to a national park into three age groups, which
include the higher grades in elementary school(age 11-13), middle and
high students(age 14-18), and general adult visitors(over 19) and suggests
acceptable and recommended learning activities depending on different
age groups.

This research was developed into an environmental interpretation
program on Youngsil Trail of Mt. Halla wusing the two elements
mentioned above. Compared to other trails at Mt. Halla, Youngsil Trail is
much shorter and it is abundant in interpretation resources including
natural, cultural and historical resources. It has sufficient internal and
external factors to develop an interpretation program. In this study, to
make an extraction table of interpretation resources of Youngsil Trail, all
resources are collected from one of three categories. Sixty interpretation
resources are extracted from Youngsil Trail and used to make the
Youngsil interpretation resources table. Depending on the physical,

intellectual and emotional characteristics of visitors in different age
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groups, the interpretation program has been tailored for three age
levels. For the higher grade students in elementary school, 15 designated
interpretation points(IP) consist of 10 national park value resources(VR),
19 natural resources(NR) and 9 cultural resources(CR). For the middle
and high school students, 19 designated interpretation points consist of
12 national park value resources(VR), 22 natural resources(NR) and 15
cultural resources(CR). For the general adult visitors, 19 designed
interpretation programs consist of 10 national park value resources, 20
natural resources and 20 cultural resources.

Education is an intentional activity to help in change of attitudes
and values towards the desirable ones. Therefore, environmental
education is also an intentional activity to build up a desirable attitude
and environmental awareness about the natural environment. The
development of an environmental interpretation program on Youngsil
Trail of Mt. Halla is an educational and intentional trial to internalize the
environmental awareness and environmental ethics toward Mt. Halla and
its surrounds. The expected outcome of this interpretation program at
Mt. Halla National Park will be twofold. There will be an increase in
educational activities within the program, and park visitors will gain
more reverence and respect for Mt. Halla and its surrounding
environment. They won't consider it a tool for the convenience of
human beings, but instead a place that should be respected and
protected for generations to come. It appears that most of the serious
environment problems facing Mt. Halla National Parks can be solved by

using this educational curriculum to build understanding.
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