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Oxford’s
Strategy Group Learning Strategies

Pronunciation

Pronunciation Learning Tactics

‘making up songs or rhythms to

remember how to pronounce words

Memory Representing ‘using phonetic symbols or one's own
sounds in memory
codes to remember how to pronounce
something
‘trying to recall how a teacher
pronounced something
‘trying to recall and imitate a teacher's
mouth movements
‘listening to tapes/ television/ movies/
music.
-concentrating intensely on
pronunciation while speaking
-speaking slowly to get the pronunciation
right
‘noticing or trying out different TL dialects
Practicing ‘mentally rehearsing how to say something
naturalistically before speaking

-talking with others in the TL
-imitating a native speaker or teacher
-talking aloud to oneself
-talking silently to oneself
‘noticing mouth positions or watching lips

Cognitive

-concentrating intensely on pronunciation
while listening to the TL
‘trying to avoid producing inappropriate
native language sounds

‘imitating the overall TL sound with native

language words for fun

Formally practicing

with sounds

-pronouncing a difficult word over and over
-practicing words using flash cards
-practicing saying words slowly at first and
then faster

‘memorizing and practicing TL phrases




‘repeating aloud after a native speaker or
teacher

‘repeating aloud after tapes

‘repeating aloud after television or a movie
‘repeating silently

‘reading aloud

-doing exercises/practicing to acquire TL
sounds

‘practicing sounds first in isolation and

then in context

Analyzing the
sound system

-forming and wusing hypotheses about
pronunciation rules

‘noticing contrasts between native and TL
pronunciation

‘listening to pronunciation errors made by
one's native

TL  speakers speaking

language

Using proximal

Compensation ) .
articulations
Finding out about -acquiring a general knowledge of phonetics
TL pronunciation ‘reading reference materials about TL rules
‘deciding to focus one's learning on
particular sounds
Setting goals and deciding to memorize the sounds (or the
objectives alphabet) rightaway
Metacognitive ‘deciding to focus one's listening on
particular sounds
i ‘preparing for an oral presentation by
Planning for a . L
writing difficult-to-pronounce words very
language task . ,
large in one’s notes
. ‘recording oneself to listen to one's
Self evaluating L.
pronunciation
. Using humor to ‘having a sense of humor about
Affective . i L.
lower anxiety mispronunciations
-asking someone else to correct one's
i pronunciation
Asking for help R
. . -asking someone else to  pronounce
Social
something

Cooperating with

peers

-studying with someone else

teaching or tutoring someone else
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<Abstract>

Secondary English Teachers’ Beliefs in Teaching English Pronunciation

Kim Chomin

English Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kim Chonghoon

This thesis aims to investigate Korean English teachers’ beliefs in
teaching pronunciation through a questionnaire and a written interview.
Their general beliefs about English pronunciation teaching, gender
difference and teaching experience difference in teaching pronunciation are
specifically examined. The results of the study are as follows:

Firstly, most participants agreed that English pronunciation is an
important skill for communication, English pronunciation instruction should
be conducted in class, and that students should be taught intelligible
English pronunciation is not native-like pronunciation.

As for the methods used by English teachers for pronunciation teaching,
it was found that there was a stronger belief in providing feedback on
pronunciation errors or using a tape recording and demonstrating it with
the teachers’ own voice, showing a stronger belief in pronunciation

evaluation method which emphasized sentence stress, intonation and

# A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Jeju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education

in August, 2017.
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rhythm, and a stronger belief in explaining comparisons of Korean and
English pronunciation, while holding weak beliefs in teaching accurate
production of consonants and vowels and in evaluating students’
pronunciation based on their foreign accents.

Secondly, it was shown that there were statistically significant
differences by gender in nine items such as native-like pronunciation, the
appropriateness of teaching materials in a textbook, use of
communication-based tasks, pronunciation evaluation based on foreign
accent, helping students associate sounds using related pictures or photos,
helping them remember sounds through music and rhythm, helping them
repeat sounds, helping them review sounds regularly and pair work. Male
teachers were found to have stronger beliefs than female teachers in most
o the items.

Thirdly, statistically significant differences were identified in ten
questionnair items like doing pronunciation teaching in English class,
native-like pronunciation, use of communicatively based-tasks, focus on
stress, intonation and rhythm, responding to pronunciation errors, helping
students associate sounds using pictures or photos for memory, helping
them memorize sounds using music and rhythm, helping them repeat
sounds, helping them review sounds and pair work, in which
unexperienced teachers showed stronger beliefs than experienced teachers.

Finally, the interview data revealed that most of the participants
performed activities such as using CD or recording tape or repeating their
voice. Six of the experienced teachers responded that they taught students
English pronunciation based on the phonetic and phonological theories.
Thirty unexperienced teachers suggested that pronunciation should be
taught in relation to other skills of English, and that they provide an
opportunity for peers to talk to each other and provide correct feedback to

each other. They also showed that when they taught pronunciation using

_52_



pop songs or videos, they stimulated students’ interest and learn naturally.
In addition, both groups agreed that the pronunciation level of a student
should be that of pronunciation that is intelligible in communicating rather
than being close to a native speaker. However, unexperienced teachers

preferred using a positive strategy to consider students” positive aspects.
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