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<ABSTRACT>

Youth Workers’ Experience at the Youth Centers in Jeju

. A Grounded Theory Based Approach

Kim Young Hee

Major in Counseling Psychology,
Graduate School of Education,

Jeju National University, South Korea

Supervised by Professor Kim, Sung-Bong

This study aims at exploring youth workers’ experience at the youth

centers in Jejudo. The research question is as follows: ‘What is the youth
workers’ experience at the youth centers in Jejudo?’

To research for this question, this study has adapted Strauss & Corbin’s
(1998) grounded theory based on in-depth interviews. The participants in

this investigation are ten youth workers at the youth centers in Jejudo.

As in—depth interviewing often involves qualitative data, it suggests three
basic approaches to conducting qualitative interviewing:

First, as an open coding step, it was determined &85 concepts, 37
sub-categories, and 1l6categories through an open coding stage. It has found
that the key experience of youth workers is identified as ‘drifting vocational
self-identity’.

Second, a paradigm model was proposed as follows: The casual conditions
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for ‘Drifting vocational self-identity’ are ‘Temporary job creation’ and ‘Bad
working condition’. The contextual conditions related to ‘Drifting vocational
self-identity’ are ‘Negative perception about youth workers’, ‘Incongruity
between youth workers and an administration system’ and ‘Youth workers
lack of confidence'.

The intervening conditions are ‘Motivations’, ‘Limited experience as a youth
worker’, Recognized changes before and after working’. Action and
interaction strategies are ‘Self-fulfilling prophecy’ ‘Improve relations’,
‘Passive induction of the youth centers’, ‘Reformation and integration’, and
‘Suggestion improvement direction’. The results are either ‘Experience of
being trusted’ or ‘Maladjustment to their social environment’.

Third, the core category in the youth workers’ experience at the youth
centers in ‘The hopeful commitment with craving for self-growth and
change’

Participants have passed through the five stages with time in their youth
workers’ experience: the stage of searching, adjustment, self-awareness,
and that of making changes.

Based on the core category and the context condition, thus three types
were derived as follows: change-oriented, acceptance-oriented, and reality
contentment.

Implications are discussed.

[1 keyword: youth worker, youth center in Jejudo, youth workers experience

in Jejudo, grounded theory
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