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<Abstract>

The effects of Accessibility in Gambling
On Gambling Addiction in Middle School Students

: The mediating effect of Family Strength

Moon, Mi Ja

Major in Counseling Psychology
Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Kim, Sung Bong

The purpose of this study is to investigate the relationship between
gambling accessibility, family strength, gambling addiction, middle school
students’ gambling addiction, gambling addiction and gambling addiction. We

set up research problems as follows.

Research Problem 1. The effect of accessibility of gambling in middle
school students on gambling addiction,, does family strength have a mediating

effect?
In order to solve this research problem, 742 junior high school students in

middle school in Jeju Special Self - governing Province were enrolled. I

selected 10 middle schools in Jeju Island and selected one class for each

_59_



grade and go to the questionnaire. The sampling period was from March 14,

2013 to March 29, 2017, after one preliminary survey on March 7, 2007.

In order to measure the experience of gambling researchers reconstructed
'gambling and gambling behavior experience’ of Kwon, Jun-geun (2011), and
the accessibility scale of gambling was Focal Youth Gambling Risk Screen
(2008). The gambling addiction scale was developed by Ferris and Wynne
(2001) as the accessibility measure of gambling (total 7 items, 4 points Likert
2009), K-CPGI (9 items, 4-point Likert) and Family strength Scale (K-CPGI)
were used to assess the level of gambling addiction among adolescents. (tota

134 items, 5 points Likert) were used.

In order to achieve the purpose of this study, SPSS 18.0 program was used
for data analysis, and frequency analysis, correlation analysis, mediation effect
analysis and Sobel verification were performed. The results of this study are

summarized as follows.

First, as a result of examining the actual situation of youth gambling,
experience rate of gambling in middle school students in Jeju Island was
84.2% and ’'gambling’ in 'gambling’ were the most with 67.3% , "Mobile
games with content fees’ (23.4%), 'game’ (38.4%) and 'mobile game with
charged content fees' (23.9%). The highest level of gambling experience was
in the first 4 ~ 6th grades of elementary school (56.4%) and 68.5% was the

most enjoyable gambling.

Second, the distribution of the level of gambling addiction according to the
demographic statistics was 48.4%, 26.4%, 21.3% And 'problematic gamblers’
(3.9%). The level of gambling addiction was positively correlated only with

gender.
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Third, the analysis of gambling, gambling addiction, and family strength
showed that gambling addiction had a statistically significant relationship with
gambling  accessibility. The relationships among family  members,
communication between family members, ability to perform family problem
solving, and sharing value system among family members were all negatively
correlated. The higher the accessibility of the gambling , the lower the total
and sub-variables of family strength. In addition, the relationship between
family strength and gambling addiction showed negative correlation between

gambling addiction and total family strength.

Fourth, we examined the effect of gambling accessibility on gambling
addiction as a mediator between the whole family strength and family
members’ family members, communication between family members,
performance of family problem solving ability, sharing of value system among

family members As a result, all of them were partially mediated.

The results of this study showed that the accessibility of gambling directly
influenced the gambling addiction in middle school students. As a result, the
results of this study are expected to be used as a basis for the
development of strategies and related services and programs for
prevention and healing that enhance the effectiveness of the gambling

problem among middle school students

Key words : accessibility in gambling, gambling addiction, family strength
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