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<Abstract>

An Analysis for Gender-role Stereotyping of
Illustrations in 7th grade Science Textbooks

Based on 2009 Revision Curriculum

Min-Ji Ko

Major in Biology Education, Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University

(Supervised by Professor Kyung-Hee Kang)

The purpose of this study was to analyze gender-role stereotyping in illustrations
in 7th grade science textbooks based on the 2009 revised curriculum. The five
science textbooks selected for analysis were used the majority of J-city middle
schools. The analysis framework for this study was composed of types, gender ratios,
the ratios of characters in inquiry activities, gender ratios by career type, and the
genders of the scientists in the illustrations. The photographs were given a lot of
weight because photographs are an aspect of the data that can be observed more
realistically and accurately than other types of illustrations in science textbooks. In
the illustrations, there were more males than females and more career diversity for
males. In terms of inquiry activities, most textbooks showed balanced gender ratios,
and overall there were a lot of women. According to these results, the analysis
shows improvement over the previous curriculum with less gender disparity in inquiry
activities. However, the majority of the scientists appeared to be male, and female
scientists were rarely shown. This result indicates that science textbook illustrations,
after the 2009 revised curriculum, still contain examples of gender-role stereotyping.
Further research should be conducted so that gender-role stercotypes can be

systematically identified and removed in the development of science textbook
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illustrations. Furthermore, the results of this study suggest that more effort is required

for students to have a correct and balanced understanding of gender roles.
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