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<Abstract>

The Thematic Sense and Scenic Beauty of Yun

Gosan‘s Poetry

Ko, Seung-gwan

A major in Korean Language and Education,

Graduate School of Education Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Sohn, O-gyu

Gosan not only portrayed the external beauty of the landscape but also
embodied the sense of beauty, in the form of poetry, based on personal
esthetic experiences and values. In this regard, this thesis looks into his
poem’s integrating characteristics and linguistic beauty by revealing the
thematic sense and scenic beauty embedded in Gosan's poetry. The
summaries of the research are as follows.

First, this thesis examines the academic line, academic character, friends,
ideological nature, byeongjinso (a written petition reporting the wrongdoings
of the ruling class), and Yesongnonjaeng (debates between two factions on
the manners in formal suit for the memorial period of a public funeral). All
of them constitute the background of the poet’s ideology and lyricism. The
findings of the study show that Gosan's intelligence was not restricted to

only abstract ideas but also had an influence on the way people recognized
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landscape in terms of Confucian ethical ideology and esthetic forms.

Second, this paper investigates how Gosan’'s ideology and lyricism are
embodied in his poetry. In his poems, his ideology is depicted as loyalty and
filial piety to kings and parents, as well as, ethical ideals as to human
virtues. In addition, his lyricism is expressed as pleasure from the scenic
views in the forests and engendering peaceful and leisurely feelings in
Buyong-dong Garden.

Third, an appreciation for landscape in Gosan’s poetry, focalized in the
poem FEobusasisa (the Fisherman’'s Calendar), is excogitated. In Eobusasisa,
three different types of landscape appreciation coexist: a reality—oriented
landscape appreciation stemming from frustration, an ideological landscape
appreciation in terms of seclusion, and the world where one can remain aloof
through Gaeoong (a nobleman who pretends to be a fisherman to keep aloof
from the world while fishing, reciting poems, and drinking). Further, these
three aspects of landscape appreciation are integrated into one piece of
literary work, by transforming themselves and coexisting together.

Fourth, this paper, by revealing the esthetic aspects of Gosan’s poetry,
looks into how the sense of beauty is portrayed in his poems. By defining
the esthetic properties of his poetry as landscape esthetics, it is revealed that
the sense of beauty i1s expressed as lyricism, pleasure, scenic views, and
compensation in his poetry.

Fifth, the characteristics of the scenic beauty revealed in his poems are
examined. The aesthetic sense with regard to landscape does not just remain
at a cognitive level but is expanded to include psychological objects. This is
the manifestation of the esthetic sense based on the Confucian theory of
pottery. In addition, through Gaeoong, Gosan sang songs regarding the
beauty of landscape with his true mind without disguising himself. As such,
it can be concluded that Gosan’s scenic beauty is an integrated form which

possesses both Confucian nature and Taoist characteristics.
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