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Abstract

A study of students and teachers' awareness About Learning Community
Math Classes

Ko Min-jeong

Mathematics Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Jeju-National University
Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Ko yun-hee

This study targeted 100 first year middle school students and three Math teachers
in charge of first year students’ Math at A Middle School carrying out Math classes
by adopting learning community classes among innovation-designated schools and one
Math teacher taking charge of learning community classes at B Middle School. The
purpose of this study is to examine students’ learning motives and satisfaction and
teachers’ awareness on learning community Math classes. Namely, this study involves
identifying how much educational effect the learning community Math classes has
targeting Math teachers and middle school students.

In other words, this study aims to grasp learning community Math classes’ positive
effects and problems in implementing the classes and explore the applicability and an
alternative through awareness investigation on learning community Match classes.
Ultimately, this study aims to help continuously maintaining and utilizing learning
community Math classes emerging anew as a new classroom class improvement

method. To this end, the research problems were established as follows:

First, What is students’ awareness (achievement motive, confidence, anxiety, and

¥ A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University in
partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in August, 2017.
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interest) level on operating Math classes as learning community classes?

Second, What is Math teachers’ awareness level on operating Math classes as

learning community classes?

This study targeted three Math teachers who completed training on learning
community classes and consistently operated teachers’ club for professional learning
study at A Middle School and one Math teacher carrying out learning community
classes at B Middle School. Primarily, this study made questionnaire survey on and
measured the learning community Math classes targeting 100 first year students after
operating “Numbers and Arithmetic Operation” for the learning community Math
classes with 18 hours targeting the first year students. Also, four Math teachers were

interviewed to investigate teachers’ awareness.

The following conclusions were drawn as a result of this study:

First, the students felt confidence, a sense of accomplishment, class participation,
and interest in the mutually communicative relationship through the learning
community classes, and they showed that the learning community classes reduced

class burdens and tensions.

Second, the teachers thought that the learning community Math classes enhanced
many students’ participation and led their interest. They also showed that the students

acquired knowledge themselves through mutually learning relationship in the classes.

If teachers constantly research classes with professionalism and pride as a teacher
through positive awareness, such teachers’ positive awareness can be naturally
delivered to students. Therefore, public education’s class goals and atmosphere are
expected to be reversed from knowledge delivery-focused classes to learning-generated

classes.
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