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(ABSTRACT)

A Study on Methods for Teaching
Modern Art Criticism in High Schools

- Focused on Geahigan’s Criticising Methods -

Jae—Hee Park,

Department of Art Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University, Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Yong-Hwan Kim

The most distinctive characteristic of Contemporary Art, also known as
Modern Art, is that it’'s range of applications in material, techniques, and
media 1s greatly expanding in accordance with the diversion of art form
within the concept of art. Also, it is influenced by the rapidly changing flow
of society, culture, politics, and economy and is facing an overall change in
terms of the meaning, concept, and expression techniques of creation. This
expansion in basic art concept also represents the need for new changes in
approaching art education. The methods of appreciating art by reflecting the
changing era apart from the past perspectives and standards of enjoying art
as well as interpreting and criticising them in a creative perspective are
becoming more important than ever. Therefore, in terms of education for
understanding Modern Art, systematical and well-balanced contents evenly
reflecting expression and criticism rather than education focusing on

expressing techniques have become a necessity.
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The importance of art appreciation and art criticising is even emphasized in
school subjects such as ‘art culture’ within the 2009 revised high school art
education curriculum. The contents in the curriculum states that ‘the purpose
1s to possess cultural refinement that can enrich our lives through cultivating
esthetic sensibility and critical thinking by understanding art in human life’
and emphasizes creative activities in various fields while perceiving the
understanding the functions of art and communicating methods, determining
esthetic values based on critical perspectives, and the importance of expanded
art. However, art appreciation and art criticism studies are still insufficient
compared to the teachings of expression techniques at schools. Even the art
appreciation activities are very formal and focuses on fragmentary lessons
and so does not fulfill the educational purposes of art criticism. Accordingly,
this study sought an efficient and systematical criticism education alternative
using criticism methods focusing on research based on the appreciation areas
of ‘art culture’ classes.

The purpose of this study is to apply George Geahigan’s critical research
process which is a suitable theory for modern art criticising education to
study methods for art criticising classes. First of all, this study conducted a
theoretical consideration on Geahigan’s critical research process based on art
criticism research theories and preceding studies. Geahigan’s critical research
process experiences critical inference in the process of facing the values of an
undecided subject and through this procedure, the researching attitude that
realizes the necessity of collecting factual information related to the artwork
and the intentions of the artist is emphasized. In other words, this focuses on
the activity of verifying through making a hypothesis and inference on a
problem by emphasizing the flexibility of a circulation process rather than
following a narrative step—by-step procedure.

Therefore, the proposal for a practical art criticising education method is

presented by a class focusing on a research process that determines and
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interprets the wvalues of artwork by reflecting the overall changes in
accordance with the conceptual expansion of Modern Art. In this process, an
opportunity for naturally gaining a ‘method of learning’ is provided which is
for finding a problem and solving it on one’s own. As for teachers and
teaching methods, criticising skills were shown to improve by actively using
cooperation learning that derives a common result by utilizing mutual
discussion and debates focused on questions for each research processes.
Through this, the learning experience in accordance with student-oriented
research process and mutual cooperation enhanced the possibility of applying
criticism classes in schools as well as the efficiency of Modern Art criticising

education.

% A thesis submitted to the Committee the Graduate School of Education, Jeju National

University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education

in 2017. 8.
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