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ABSTRACT?"®

Research on Jeju Traditional Songs and

Creative Children’s Songs for Jeju Language

-Education for third and fourth graders-

Major in Elementary Music Education
Graduate School of Education
Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Cho, Young Bae

Jeju language is a language that Jejuian residents use across the
entire Jeju Province in which Jejuian's life and culture is condensed.
Therefore, it is an important cultural heritage. Especially, the Jeju
language has retained the inherent form of Hangul since the creation
of Hunminjongum and thus serves as important material in studying
old Korean language. Throughout the years, however, as use of
standard Korean language became widespread, being unable to speak
in the Jeju Language is no longer an inconvenience for Jejuians.
Except for seniors over 60, fewer and fewer Jejuians are using the
Jeju language. As such, UNESCO added the Jeju language to its
Atlas of the World’s Languages in Danger as a "critically endangered
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language,” level four out of five in 2010. This indicates a lack of
communication between generations and that a culture that contains
Jejuian's lives is disappearing.

In light of this situation, Jeju society is being asked to put efforts
to preserve and promote the use of the Jeju language. Jejuian artists
are incorporating the Jeju language in their creative activities by
composing songs and writing poems and children’s books utilizing the
Jeju language. Educational institutions which are considered a
principal agent in preserving the Jeju language are putting their best
efforts by holding contests such as “Jeju Language Speaking Contest’
and "Jeju Language Singing Contest.” However, research on the Jeju
Language is inadequate compared to other topics of study and these
efforts are not leading to children naturally speaking the Jeju
language.

Other countries such as France, United States, and China are
leading the way in preserving regional dialects by including them in
school curriculums and have enacted laws that regulate the use of
regional dialect by minority groups. Jeju Special Self-Governing
Province enacted an ordinance that promotes use of the Jeju
language and is striving to preserve and encourage use of the Jeju
language.

Extinction of a language doesn't merely mean a loss of a linguistic
legacy but just as all creatures on the face of the earth make up the
ecosystem, it means losing a part of a culture of community that has
its own unique way of life. As such, preserving the Jeju language is
protecting the life, culture, and identity of Jejuians.

Therefore, in order to help preserve the Jeju language, this essay
researched education methods that utilize Jeju traditional songs that
have been passed down over generation in the Jeju Region and newly
composed creative children’s songs in Jeju language and suggests the
following.

First, the essay analyzes achievement standards of the amended

curriculum of third and fourth grade students and presents a plan



that incorporates Jeju language into other class subjects and secures
class hours for Jeju language education. It presents a fun curriculum
that includes activities such as making Jeju language dictionary, role
playing, community games, and visiting senior citizens.

Second, it presents a plan to utilize after school hour for Jeju
language education. The objective of every language education is
communication with others in daily life. In order to achieve this,
each school unit is encouraged to establish a structured system that
promotes speaking the Jeju language.

This research is limited to suggestions of education methods for Jeju
language that utilize Jeju traditional songs and creative children’s
songs in Jeju language. Therefore, objective assessments and
experimentation of their educational effectiveness is required.
Research on various curriculums for Jeju language considering school

conditions and abilities of teacher is also needed.
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