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<Abstract>

A Study on the Development and Validation of a Work
Values Scale for University Students based on Holland’s

Vocational Personality Type

Jong-Hak Kim

Department of Education, Jeju National University, Korea

Supervised by Professor Bo-Young Choi

The purpose of this study is to clarify the factors that constitute the work
values scale based on Holland's vocational personality types for university
students, and then to develop a new work values scale for them and verify
its validity. In order to develop a work values measurement tool, the work
values of university students were defined and the items were developed
according to the constituent factors of work values based on Holland's
vocational personality types. The wvalidity of the items developed in this
manner was verified. This study set up the following research questions for
the development and validation of the work values test tools:

RQ 1: What are the constituents and items of the work values of
university students presented by Holland?

RQ 2: Is the work values scale for university students presented by
Holland valid?

RQ 2-1: What does the concurrent validity of Holland's work values
scale for university look like?

RQ 2-2: What does the construct validity of Holland’'s work values scale
for university look like?

The preliminary survey of this study analyzed the previous studies and

conducted two sessions of Holland workshops with 81 university students to
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derive the components of the scale and the basic items, and developed and
validated the items of the Holland’s work values scale according to the
constituent factors. The subjects of this study were 1st- to 4th-year
university students, and the groups for item development and the groups for
verifying validity were differently constructed. In order to develop the items,
experts’ content validity and exploratory factors of the work values scale
were analyzed targeting 620 college students in Seoul, Gyeonggi-do, Gwangju
Metropolitan City, Busan Metropolitan City, and Jeju-do, and the factor
structure of the scale developed through this was confirmed. In order to
confirm the validity, the generalization level of the scale was verified through
the construct validity test targeting 456 university students in Seoul, Incheon
Metropolitan City, Gwangju Metropolitan City, Busan Metropolitan City, and
Jeju—do. After that, the concurrent validity between Holland’s aptitude search
test and job preference test was examined, in order to more actively validate
the validity of the Holland's work values scale. PASW 18.0 software was
used for data analysis for developing and validating the work values scale.

The main results of this study are summarized as follows.

First, the model of Holland's work values scale was based on the items
derived from the previous studies sand Holland workshop. These items were
constituted so that work values can be expressed as the characteristics of the
work values based on Holland’s RIASEC vocational personality types. As a
result, a total of 508 items were derived from the previous studies and
Holland workshop; and among them, 491 basic items were composed after
correcting or removing undesirable ones following 5 experts’ review.

A total of 104 items were derived from the 491 items in the first content
validation test by the Holland experts, and a total of 87 items were extracted
from 104 items in the second content validity test.

Third, an exploratory factor analysis was conducted again on the &7 items
of the reconstructed Holland's work values measurement tool after the
contents validation was performed by the experts, and the final 48 items of 6
factors were constituted as a result of fixing them as a total of 6 factors on

the theoretical grounds. As a result of verifying the reliability, it was
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confirmed to be relatively high.

Fourth, in order to examine whether the 48 items of the 6 factors
constructed through the exploratory factor analysis were appropriately grouped
according to the factors, a confirmatory factor analysis, an item analysis by
correlation with all items by type, and a reliability test were conducted. As a
result, it was confirmed that the factors were appropriately divided and the
factor loadings showed good numerical values, leading to a conclusion that
the model of the confirmatory factor analysis of the work values scale was
well matched. In addition, as a result of examining the reliability, it was
confirmed to be relatively high.

Finally, to verify the validity more firmly, the concurrent validity of
Holland’s work values scale was examined after its construct validity was
verified. To this end, the correlations between Holland's aptitude search test
and job preference test were analyzed in order to look at the correlations
between the newly developed test and the test tools which measure the
existing similar characteristics whose validity was already verified. As a
result, statistically significant correlations were found, and thus the work
values scale generated by this study proved to be valid.

By doing so, the reliability and validity of the 48 items in the 6 factors in
the Holland work value scale for university students developed by this study
were confirmed to be valid. As the importance of career education increases,
the results of this study can be effectively applied to career counseling and to
group counseling in connection with various Holland career search tests, and
are expected to provide practical assistance to career counseling for university
students because they can provide efficient career information in a short

period of time.

Key words: Holland's Work Values Scale for University Students, Work
Values, Development of Scale, Validation, Holland’s Vocational Personality

Types
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