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<Abstract>

A Study on College Students perecpption of Chinese Immigrants

and Tourists

Graduate School of Public Administration
Jeju National University

Major in Social Welfare

Yong, Hae-yeon

After measuring the perceptions of Chinese immigrants and
tourists, whose number has been rising in recent years, among
college students at various angles and reviewing previous studies
on how to look at coexistence and conflict between local residents
and Chinese 1mmigrants and tourists in a multiracial and
multicultural society, this study set out to conduct a practical
survey, analyze local college students' perceptions and attitudes,
and 1dentify factors to affect the perceptions of Chinese immigrants
and tourists.

For those purposes, the investigator conducted a survey with
college students attending a university in Jeju City and Gwangju
Metropolitan City on November 1~11, 2016. Total 268
questionnaires were used in analysis and went through the data

coding and cleaning process for analysis with the SPSS for Window
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21.0 program.

The main analysis results were summarized as follows:

First, the study examined the perceptions of Chinese immigrants
and tourists among college students according to their
sociodemographic characteristics and found that "female" college
students recorded a higher response rate than their male
counterparts and that the "freshmen" showed a higher response
rate than other graders. As the grade went up, the response rate
went down. The highest response rate was found among those who
lived in the "Jeju area," among those who "had religion," and among
those who belonged to the "middle group" of living standard.
Second, as for the perceptions of Chinese immigrants and tourists
among college students in the nation, they were negatively
perceived by those who were female, were in the freshman year,
lived in the Jeju City, made frequent contacts with Chinese
immigrants, and had no religion. They were positively perceived by
those who belonged to the "upper" group of living standard.

Third, the college students exhibited very strong negative attitudes
toward Chinese i1mmigrants and tourists and had negative
perceptions of both Chinese immigrants and tourists for higher
crime rates, burdens on jobs and welfare, greater tax burdens, and
conflicts with their children.

Fourth, the study specifically looked into the causes to influence
their perceptions of Chinese immigrants and found that the area of
residence, especially the Jeju area, had impacts on their

perceptions of Chinese immigrants among their sociodemographic
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factors. The negative perceptions of Chinese immigrants were high
among those who had a low attitude level toward immigrants, low
pride as Korean people, and low preference for a single-race
nation.

Finally, of their sociodemographic factors, gender(female) and area
of residence(Jeju City) had impacts on their perceptions of Chinese
tourists. The negative perceptions of Chinese tourists were high
among those who had a low attitude level toward tourists.

Those findings indicate that college students in the nation had very
high negative perceptions of Chinese immigrants and tourists, which
1s reconfirmed by the recent emergence of chaophobia. Since it is
predicted that the growth of Chinese immigrants and tourists will
expand to many more areas, both Jeju and Gwangju can no longer
afford to leave out multicultural welfare policies for foreign
immigrants and need to change their multicultural citizenship and
welfare policies for them. It is needed to develop programs for
cultural mutual coexistence and take an educational approach
toward them so that college students can accept a variety of
culture in a desirable and systematic way. It 1s also required to
provide basic national education for foreigners to have ongoing
impacts on the changing perceptions of foreigners and prevent the

issues of racial and cultural conflicts in advance.

Keywords: China, immigrant, tourist, perception, attitude,

multicultural citizenship, multicultural welfare policy
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