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ABSTRACT

Five methods in proofs of the existence of God of Thomas Aquinas and the

philosophical significance

Eun-mi Shim
Department of Philosophy

Graguated school of Jeju National University

In this article, I studied historical arguments for the existence of God, which
is still a subject in philosophical inquiry. Especially, I looked at five proofs of
the existence of God of Thomas Aquinas based on Aristotle’s Metaphysics and
their significance. Contrary to the previous philosophers who had tired to prove
the existence of God just by the philosophic reasoning, Thomas Aquinas proved
the existence of God by the evidences starting from the empirical and
substantive facts which were generally affirmed by human reason. It is a proof
based upon reason, a logical reasoning ability of the human and it is
meaningful to be able to know God-orientedness and intimacy through human
mind toward to be curious to know about something. Because the traditional
proofs of the existence of God were insufficient and limited, Thomas Aquinas
intended to more substantively demonstrate the existence of God rather than
prove the existence of God to nonbelievers, that is he tried to seek for more
reasonable answer about primitive inquiry, “Why God should exist instead of
not existing?” His poof shows that human intelligence can sufficiently
demonstrate that even though people might not know what God is, but they
could find out the fact God exists by their efforts through human intelligence.
We can fully discover the truth not by revelation but by reason through our
constant efforts and it is worthy in the way that it is a process to complete

and actualize oneself. Human can realize the existence of God by their faith
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and at the same time they can be doubtful when they are convinced God’ s
existence only by faith. Through this doubt they can get more resolute faith
and it is meaningful to say that its process is confirmed by reasoning. We
cannot completely recognize God that is inevitable Himself but can perceive His
presence with the similarities with God which are found in the results by
reasoning. The entire significance of proofs of the existence of God of Thomas
Aquinas is to understand that intellectual desires of human being is naturally

oriented to God as their ultimate purpose.
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