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An Analytic study on “Phantasie Op. 17” by R. Schumann

Sae—Jin Kim
Department of Music
Graduation School

Jeju National University

(Supervised by Professor Soon-bang Park)
(Abstract)

The romantic music of the 19th century with the etymology "Le Roman
(novel, story)” wants to show personal feelings in various ways. Effective
use of the melody, especially with poetic creativity, became an important
mood in the romantic era which existed the combination of music and
literature.

The purpose of this thesis is studying the characteristics of Schumann’s
music and the flow of melody by researching his piano song <Phantasie, Op. 17>.
It will help someone to interpret and play the song.

In this paper, I will find out the background of compositing the song
<Phantasie, Op. 17> and the musical peculiarities of this song in the areas of
composition, quotation, sound, and notation.

Since Schumann’s original word method is for the transmission of melody,
in this thesis, I will focus on the melody.

The first movement begins with an introduction and is performed in Clara
melody and Beethoven melody, this melody gives unity to the progression of
the song.

The second movement borrows Rondo format and consists of Al - Bl -
A2 - C1 - B2 - A3 - Coda. However, unlike the conventional Rondo format,
the main melody of part A has been transformed into a different form every
time and the length of A 2 is shorter than the others.

The 3 movement is composed of the song form in which the parts of an
introduction and A are repeated twice.

In this way, the form of romantic era is connected mainly to the form of
"song without lyrics”, and Schumann told the expression of his fantasy with

precise notation in this song.
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