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(ABSTRACT)
A study on "Wild Gooses of Mori Ogai

- The writer used the character as a projection of his

own life. -

Kang, Eun Sil

Major in Japanese Education,

Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University

Supervised by a professor Kim, Sung Bong

Mori, Ogai(1862-1922) is one of the pioneers who lead modern Japanese
literature. He produced many works of literature; during his roles as not only
a soldier but also a critic, a translator, a novelist and a poet.

"Wild Gooses is a novel that was published serially for two years, from
September, 1911 to May, 1913, from Chapter 1 to 21 in the Magazine, Subaru.
Chapters 22~24 were published as a separate volume, "Wild Gooses was
finished in May 1915.

Ogai 1s a writer who wrote his own novel reflecting on his youth.
Therefore, the body of this paper examined what the title "Wild Goose; may
indicate about the story and background of his writing. Also, this paper
studied how the writer's life was reflected in the characters, narrator T,

Okada, Otama and Suejo, appearing in "Wild Goose;.
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The following is a summary of this research:

First, narrator ‘T has many things in common with the writer Ogai. When
the narrator ‘T looks back on his life, it is represented by Ogai’s true life.
Also, through narrator ‘T, the writer shows his objective and realistic
personality.

Second, Okada, who was a medical student in Tokyo University, is the
main character and represents youthful Ogai in this novel. Okada is similar to
the writer, Ogai who resigned his life for family and thought success was
more important than love in his youth.

Third, through Otama, this novel shows the meaning of "Wild Goosey.
Otama awakes to real love, but she couldn’t attain her love because of the
death of a wild goose in this story. Also, through Otama’s hopeless love, the
writer shows failure and resignation in Ogai’s youth.

Finally, Suejo who has a beautiful woman, Otama as a secondary wife, is
similar to Ogai. In Ogai’s life, he achieved whatever he wants for success in
his youth. Through his writing, Ogai was living life vicariously through his
character, Suejo.

This study reveals that Ogai’s life experiences were projected as examined

through the characters in Ogai’s retrospective work, "Wild Goosey.
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