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<ABSTRACT>

A Discussion on "The Ginnemu Yashikiy by Matayoshi Eiki

- Symbolic Meanings of the 'Ginnemu Trees' and the 'Ginnemu Yashiki' -

Bak, Yun-Hui

Jeju National University Graduate School
Japanese Language and Literature
Academic Advisor So, Myung-Sun

This thesis examines “The Ginnemu Yashiki” (1981) written by Matayoshi
Eiki, who represents contemporary Okinawan literature, in order to study the
symbolic meanings of the 'ginnemu trees' and the 'ginnemu yashiki', which is
also the title of the novel.

“The Ginnemu Yashiki”, winner of the 4th Subaru Literature Prize, raises the
problem of awareness concerning the victim consciousness of Okinawans by
featuring a Korean and a 'comfort woman' for the Imperial Japanese Army. In
this regard, the novel is highly regarded in Okinawan literary circles. Most of
the preceding research focused on the structure of multi-layered discrimination
in Okinawan society and highlighted the discrimination faced by Koreans and
'‘comfort women'. The study, based on the preceding research, investigates the
meanings, the 'ginnemu trees' and the 'ginnemu vyashiki', as metaphors,
attempt to convey through the scars and paradoxes of contemporary Okinawa.

To that end, the first chapter carefully examines Okinawan society in the

1950s. During the American occupation, unlike mainland Japan, Okinawa was
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completely under US rule. Even after the occupation period ended, the US
military bases expanded and intervened in the lives of Okinawa people in a
variety of forms; imagery of the U.S. and the US Army are recognized as
representing violence and negativity throughout the novel.

The second chapter reveals that the Okinawa people, who have scars from
war, are the 'ginnemu trees' themselves. This conclusion is the result of
studying the novel with a focus on the fact that all the characters of the novel
bear the scars of war. To cover up the fields devastated by war, 'ginnemu
seeds' were scattered all across Okinawa. As such, the suggestion can be
made that the trees represent the lives of the robust people of Okinawa who
survive while holding the wounds of war in their hearts.

The third chapter looks into what the 'ginnemu yashiki' attempts to portray.
In the novel, the confession of a 'Korean' reminds me of 'my' memories of
war, and the victims of the battle of Okinawa, who have been invisible,
become visible. In addition, light is shed on some parts of the history of the
battle of Okinawa, including compulsory mobilization of Koreans, genocide, and
compulsory mobilization of comfort women. The 'ginnemu vyashiki' as a
metaphor could be a place where existence of the invisible dead are recalled
through the souls and corpses of unknown nationality. In this regard, it can be
assumed that the 'ginnemu yashiki', a place where the paradoxes and scars of
the contemporary history of Okinawa are condensed, symbolizes Okinawa
itself.

The fourth chapter investigates the reason why the 'Korean' gave 'me' the
'‘ginnemu yashiki'. By offering 'me' the 'ginnemu yashiki' which symbolizes a
place where the scars of war are entangled, the 'Korean' attempts to pass
down the memories of war and its victims. The novel doesn't mention how the
'‘ginnemu yashiki' will be handled. This can be interpreted as that the issue of
how to pass on the memories of war and its victims to the next generation

remains unsolved.
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According to the findings of the study, “The Ginnemu Yashiki” depicts the
images of Okinawa people symbolically, using the nature of postwar Okinawa.
The novel also raises the problem of awareness regarding the victim
consciousness of Okinawans and the postwar issue of responsibility in regards

to the victims of war.
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