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<Abstract>

The World of Works of Natsume Soseki

- Themed around Civilization, Jobs, and Women -

Kim, Dae-yang

Jeju National University Graduate School
Japanese Language and Literature

Academic Advisor Kim, Nan-hui

This dissertation, using the Geistesgeschichte method, examines the works of

Natsume Soseki in the early stages of his literary career, focusing on the themes of
civilization, jobs, and women.

The first chapter, the introduction, looks into the historical background and
Soseki's personal experiences in order to uncover the genesis of his literary
works. The novelist was born during a turbulent time in Japan's history, When
he was born, the country was in the process of being transformed from a
feudal to a modern civil society. As such, Soseki grew up experiencing the
ironic nature of modernization both politically and ideologically. In his works,
Soseki dissected a number of the side effects emerging from the process of
modernization through the characters in his works, which were influenced, it is believed,
by the experiences Soseki had while he was studying in England

The second chapter, the world of Soseki's works in terms of civilization,
investigates three novels of his early literary career: Sanshiro, And Then, and
The Gate.

In Sanshiro, Tokyo plays a vital role by representing a space that symbolizes
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modern civilization with the railroad network of the trains and the city. His hometown
Kumamoto seemed to be an appropriate device to represent premodernity in that it is
a peaceful place that changes little and seems to almost stand still in time.

The main characters appearing in And Then are critics. Through them, the
author criticizes the superficial civilization of Japan and warns the country about
thoughtlessly following the West. Natsume Soseki expresses his opinions not only
in his novels but also in his comments and lectures, assuming a critical attitude toward
civilization as his key principal.

In his travel essay, the Trip to Manchuria and Korea, he avoids substantive
truth by highlighting his humorous writing style and pain he experienced from
a chronic disease. The Gate, a follow-up novel, reflects this trend again.
Soseki skillfully tums his back on Japanese imperialism and toward the reality of the
people who fought against Japanese colonialism.

The third chapter examines Soseki's view on occupations by reviewing /| Am a
Cat, Sanshiro, and And Then with his lectures, joumals, and comments. Reading
Soseki's works in regards to jobs reveals that the writer divides jobs into two groups;
the 'intellectuals’ and the 'businessmen.' He then goes on to compare the two groups.
He expresses the sense of superiority and pride of the intellectual class while revealing
the inferiority and distrust of the businessmen and politicians. Moreover, he displays a
negative view toward working women as well.

In his lecture Diletantism and Occupations, Soseki expounds that jobs inherently
have a strong other-centered attribute and considers activities which are self-centered
ideal occupations. Sanshiro features a variety of jobs; however, among all of the
occupations, he suggests scientists and artists are ideal jobs. This suggestion can be
regarded as a reflection of the author.

The thesis looks into the jobs of the people belonging to the Nagai family in
Soseki's work And Then. The business circle they belong to is a family business under
a banner of increased production and industrial promotion in the capitalistic system.

The novel depicts a new human character emerging in the Meiji Era.
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The fourth chapter, the world of Soseki's works in terms of women, analyzes
female characters appearing in The Three-Cornered World (The Grass Pillow), The
Poppy, Sanshiro, Ten Nights of Dreams, and And Then. It was when the
development of a women's liberation movement in Japan was in its infancy that
the Seito, the first feminist literary journal, was launched and the women's
movements began in earnest. A significant implication can be drawn from the
fact that Soseki wrote Sanshiro at the same time that "modern women" appeared in
Japan. Soseki, well aware of the advent of modem women, created Mineko, a
character representing the spirit of the time. However, Mineko is a woman who
displays the internal characteristics of both premodem and modem women.

Fujio, a character Soseki created in The Poppy, Mineko in Sanshiro, and Michiyo
in And Then have something in common; they are the women with a pictorial image.
Although they are very attractive and intelligent women, they are unable to have a
psychological romance with a man on equal terms. Such a character setting suggests
that the men in those days were stuck in the existing Confucian value system, with its
expectations regarding an ideal wife and a wise mother, and implies that Soseki was
no exception. It can be argued that this was the author's limit.

In Ten Nights of Dreams, it is possible to find images of women who are
active in manipulating men as well as images of the femme fatale. The passive
men portrayed in the novel who follow the instructions given by women without
hesitation.

The main female character Nami of The Three-Cornered World is given a new
image as both a charming modern woman possessing a strong ego and a
lunatic. Even though Nami is portrayed as an attractive woman, Soseki also
portrays her as a sexually mysterious person who eventually turns out to be a
passive object of desire.

In conclusion, this thesis suggests that the views Soseki expressed in his works
on civilization, jobs, and women reveal two important elements: the spirit of the time as

well as the experiences people had with the West.
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