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Q3ltar 21248kt (Women and Geography Study Group of the Institute of
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E AYgAEe A5 Fall, Ao g2 A2l Al SlojA FAIAQ]
SRz JA FHAH

D) By 2E xgsgte] 5=
1970w Skl A ub7kx| o] 713k fojAdel thgk A2l (a geography of
713

women)o] BpEE AlZIGith. L FA] AUUAE AejsiaEe] Fo ke o

geography of women)olA] #HuU~E X288 (feminist geography) @ Az} o}

oprth(=md o, 1993).
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Abstract

Sexism Represented in the Geography Part of <Social Studies >
Textbooks in Middle School
-Focused on 2009 Revised Curriculum-

The purpose of this study is to analyze Sexism represented in the
geography part of <social studies @®> textbooks in middle school. It
examines how sexist perceptions are represented and reveals why this
become a problem by analyzing the narrative contents of the geography
part of <social studies D> textbooks in middle school under the 2009
revised curriculum. The range of analysis of this study is the geography
part(1-7 units) of the <social studies > textbooks in middle school. Also
this study reveals Sexism by analyzing materials of pictures, illustrations,
and texts presented in the textbook.

This study raises three research problems for the analysis of the
textbooks.

First, is there any gender bias in the appearance frequency in the
pictures, illustrations, and texts, presented in the textbooks? Or the
importance of the role of characters is varied according to the gender?

Second, how are the activities, roles, attitudes, and occupations of the
characters in the pictures and illustrations provided in the textbooks
according to the sex?

Third, are there differences in the range of activity space in the
pictures and illustrations depending on the sex? If so, what does this
mean?

Results are following: first, female characters in the pictures,
illustrations, and texts in the textbooks were found only in 40~43% of the
male characters in there, so all were analyzed as being male-oriented.

Also, the importance of the role of the characters was analyzed as
being male-oriented as well. In other words, it appeared that male
characters usually lead the situation, convey information, and solve

problems.
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Second, the activities of the characters in the pictures and illustrations
showed that the female characters are less positive and have fewer
activities than the male characters (the number of female activities was
one third of male activities).

Moreover, it seemed that the female characters are engaged in sex
stereotyped activities. For example, the male characters were depicted as
skiing, rock climbing, taking pictures of lava, and sunbathing, while
female characters were depicted as holding a child, vacuuming, or etc.

This was the same as the case of job. The types of jobs being
represented as a female occupation were only one-third of what was
suggested as male’s occupation. Also, it was represented that women are
engaged in the type of business that many women have been
traditionally working, such as nurses, dieticians, teachers, weather
casters, bankers, and etc., or the type of business either providing
services or related to care work. This can be said as a stereotypical
representation of the sex role. On the other hand, it was represented
that female characters play an ancillary role and have a passive and
dependent attitude in comparison with the male characters in the
textbooks.

Third, in the results of dividing the activities of the characters into the
spatial scales of family, community, country, and world and analyzing
the characteristics of each activity by sex, it was found that there is a
difference according to the sex. For example, in the characters working
in the world scale, it was represented as 9 times in the female and 29
times in the male. Out of these, the case female characters are
represented as doing the activities of the world scale without being
accompanied by male characters was only one(Visiting uncle's house in
Australia for vacation).

In addition to this, there were many problems such as
non-visualization of social minorities, ageism, reflection of the social
atmosphere that denied the aging of women in the textbooks, or etc.
And this study found these points and explained why these points are
inadequate.

In order to prevent the recurrence sexism in these discriminatory
perceptions, all the subjects participating the development of the
textbooks(the textbooks writers composed of experts in each area,
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illustrators drawing and organizing the illustrations in the textbooks, the
people in charge of publisher participating in the compilation process of
the textbooks in general, and etc.) should pay attention to include the
consciousness of the gender equality in the development process of the
textbooks. Also, all those involved in the process of developing textbooks
should be mandatory to have gender equality-related education, which
should include specific examples of writing the gender discriminative
textbooks. In addition, guidelines for the textbooks reflecting the gender
equality should be developed, and then they should be advised to strictly
obey the guidelines in the process of developing the textbooks.

key word: Feminism, Feminist geography, Representation, Sexism, Sex
stereotype, Textbook analysis.
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