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Jeanette: Actually I have difficult time to co—teaching with her(Z1 &
WA, But she has ordered to me that. and I told her one
time, There is lesson and activiry, but almost every
activity was listen and repeat. It was different thing. One
was game and one was power-point, one was others. [
can't remember something else but it was still the same,

but every format was ‘Listen and Repeat'.

FAFAA AL X UdF= Jeanette WA Bl wALY] FH 4

o] ‘Listen and Repeat'd] =rgt¥o|9le= 271 @vba 593}

gt = ol TSR stdw el W oA =R FrlE ATl

a9le] @ 4 givkn wekakgich

Zal.
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Jeanette: Hmm, [ think I prefer third graders. Just because they

have more eager to learn. I think 6th graders, are good as

well as 3rd graders. But it is more difficult to motivate

them.

A2} Do you think what is the reason for this phenomena?

Jeanette: I think it 1S because they feel pressure to go to the middle

school, and the subjects are more and difficult. Sometimes

they read their friend's feeling.
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ABSTRACT"

Causes of Elementary 6 Graders’
Negative Affective Attitude
towards Learning English

Kang, Yeon Jeong

Major in Elementary English Education
Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Kim, lksang

This study purports to investigate the causes of English learners'
negative attitude which is more likely to exist among older elementary
school students. Previous research shows that elementary students'
attitudes including interest and confidence change negatively as they
move up along the grade. This phenomena seriously endangers students
to lose their high priority to the attitude goals such as interest and
confidence.

The study adopts both quantitative and qualitative methods in order

* A thesis submitted to the committee of Graduate School of Education, Jeju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education
conferred in August, 2016.
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to examine the current status of 6th graders' attitude towards learning
English and to further clarify the factors which cause the negative
attitude. The study firstly conducted a questionnaire survey of 6th
graders' learning attitude. Interviewees were selected on the basis of its
results. Then in—depth interviews with 15 students were carried out and
several causes were identified. In addition, the study surveyed 6th grade
English teachers, whose professional opinion is important to verify
causes of their attitude. They also discuss the future direction of
elementary English education which can give emphasis to the attitude
goals.

The results show that various causes have a significant impact on
students' negative attitude towards learning English. The main causes to
lower their interest include incorrect application of curriculum, excessive
stress, unrelevant contents to the real life, and boring progress of
lessons. On the other hand, the main causes to undermine their
confidence are lack of opportunities to use English in the real situation,
anxiety about their ability, and self-consciousness of their English skills.
Interestingly enough, some students feel their score is low in spite of
their high performance and others hate to receive peers' attention during
the English class.

Based on the results and findings, the study suggests a few ways to
increase elementary students' interest and confidence in English which
can be applied to the teaching of English more effectively. Firstly, it is
necessary to devise a teaching method to increase higher graders'
confidence. The method should be learning—centered as well as
learner—centered. Secondly, teachers have to choose and adapt teaching
materials to let the students participate in the activity with interest. In

order to develop teaching methods and materials, it is advised that

_56_



teachers have a meeting or workshop to share their ideas and
experience. Thirdly and finally, a nation—-wide or country-wide
standardized examination should be avoided because the examination

often raises students' pressure, only to fail to achieve attitude goals.
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