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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on the School Counseling Experiences of
Student Counselors in Jeju :

A Grounded Theory based approach

An, Hye-Jung

Major in Counseling Psychology,
Graduate School of Education,

Jeju National University, South Korea

Supervised by Professor Kim, Sung—Bong

This study aims at exploring the school counseling experiences of student
counselors in Jeju. The research questions are as follows : ‘What are the
school counseling experiences of student counselors?’, ‘What is the meaning
of experiences?’, and ‘How do student counselors interact with their
circumstances?’

To explore these questions, this study has adopted Strauss & Corbin’s(1998)
grounded theory and has collected data through in-depth interviews with 10
student counselors.

Using grounded theory, this study has analyzed the collected data and has

resulted in 103 concepts, 45 sub-categories, and 17 categories. It has found
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that the key experience of student counselors is identified as 'the
marginalized’. A paradigm model was proposed as follows: The casual
conditions for 'the marginalized’ are ‘Employment background’ and ‘Wee class
which does not seem to exist. The contextual conditions related to 'The
marginalized’” are 'Negative perception about counseling’, 'Incongruity
between counseling and system at school’, and ’Counselor’'s lack of
confidence’. The intervening conditions are 'Motivations’, 'Limit experiences’,
"Changes before and after studying counseling’ and 'The life experiences as
a counseling resource’. Action and interaction strategies are 'Seeking change’,
'Finding meanings as a school counselor’, 'Establishing the presence of a
school counselor at school’, 'Communications’, and 'Recognizing the
limitations of their status’. The results are either 'Experience of being
trusted’ or 'Complacence’.

The core category in the school counseling experiences of student counselors
i1s 'The hopeful commitment with craving for growth and change’.
Participants have passed through the four stages with time in their school
counseling experiences: the stage of searching and adjustment, that of
self-recognition, that of the internalization of motivation, and that of
settlement.

Hypothetical statement were generated from the relationships between the
core category and context condition, thus three types were derived as follows:
change-oriented, acceptance—oriented,, and complacence.

Implications are discussed.

[IKey words: school counseling, student counselor, school counselor,

professional school counselor, Wee project, Wee class, grounded theory.
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