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Plastic Expression of Eastern & Western Still-life Paintings

Kyong—-Sook Jang
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Supervised by Professor II-Sam Son

Fine arts have been changed constantly referenced by times and circumstances
seeking for the new material and technique. According to the development of
science and technology human-being’s life style is getting convenienced and relaxed
in many ways. But another view of modern life is full of demerit elements of
communication and empathy. With this reason there are great requirements of Fine
arts creation and appreciation.

In particular, there is a tendency of that modern Fine arts is developing optical,
momentary and temporary methods by appling the scientific material and
technology. In this modern arts attitude, the concept and plastic expression of
still-life paintings of East and West pomp human-heing’s emotion and vision up
peace and happy. Because of this reason studies on plastic expression of eastern
and western still-life paintings is required.

The theme of still-life paintings is flowers and plants, fruits and ceramics, daily
goods and they are much related to human-being’s daily life itself from the ancient

time onwards. At the same time the appreciation of still-life paintings is a window



to traveling and exploring of the life style and aesthetic view from the ancient time
to the modern days. Also the decorative value of still-life painting is a great
accomplishment of daily life.

In this study a modest attempt is made to research what are the characteristics in
eastern and western still-life paintings and when they originated. How they
flowering phase and similarities and dissimilarities between eastern and western
still-life paintings. Its similarities and distinctive qualities, as compared with Korean
folk paintings. For the purpose of convenience, the present study has been
referenced the theme and technique, the composition and space expression and the
symbol and concept of eastern and western still-life painting has been studied. The
results are as follow.

Firstly, there are similarities of representation on theme between eastern and
western still-life painting though there are differences of concept of still-life
painting from the ancient to till now.

Secondly, eastern still-life painting settle down in 11-12th century and western
still-life painting settle down much later period of 18th century in individual sect of
fine art. But eastern and western still-life painting both developed in same aesthetic
direction of beauty and elegance of theme. But there are diversities of plastic
expression, decorative quality of space, aesthetic elements of form between eastern
and western still-life painting.

Thirdly, the development of eastern and western still-life painting in later period
but close attach to daily life from the ancient time to till now. There is a great
turning point of western still-life painting is a movement of Impressionism. In
addition the eastern painters are worked in philosophical way of theme on the
contrary the western painters are worked more in representative way in plastic
expression.

Fourthly, there are differences between eastern and western still-life painting in

expression of space. The eastern still-life painting maintained big empty space to



an appreciator but the western still-life painting composed perfect composition by
the artists. However their use of concept and symbolic idea of theme in similar
attitude.

For the purpose of concern, the present study has been researched on still-life
paintings of Oh Chang-Suk, Sardin, Monet, Cezanne and Gogh seeking for plastic
expression of eastern and western still-life paintings.

The eastern and the western still-life painting have been compared. By this
study, the possibility of understand and influence to plastic expression of still-life
painting between the eastern and the western still-life painting is clear and valuable

in contemporary art of 21st century.
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