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‘2013-2015 Jeju math Festival’ perceptions of students
and analysis of operational programs

Hong, Yeong—Beom

Mathematics Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Kim, Do-Hyun

Jeju math festival was started by the voluntary participation of math
teachers. The first Jeju math experiential event started in 1999. Jeju
math experiential event has expanded its areas in 2012, next year Jeju
math experiential event changed its name into Jeju math festival. After
changing its name, Jeju math festival provides various kinds of math
program to students.

Nearly 10,000 students (from elementary to high school) has
participated in Jeju math festival for 17 years. We have confidence that
jeju math festival is one of the biggest math festival of the Korea,
because over 10,000 visitors have joined the festival from all over the
nation during the past three years.

Therefore, this study make a investigation on the actual condition of
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Jeju math festival and students’ awareness of Jeju math festival, and
then we will seek the solution to future development of Jeju math
festival.

For this purpose

First, we analyzed the operational program '2013-2015 Jeju math
festival.

Second, we observed Satisfaction Survey on Jeju math festival from

2013 to 2015 .

The results of this study came to the following conclusions.

First, we found that students begin to have a positive perceptions
themselves about mathematics after joining the math experience
events. This fact opens up the possibilities to reduce the number of
“Supoja(students who give up math)” and also we can confirm that
math festival can be the useful place to apply math theories into
students’ real life.

Second, according to the Survey of the general recognition about
Jeju math festival, students felt difficult when they study math in
school because they have to learn math alone by doing formula
memorization and problem solving etc. On the other hands, students
said that students learn more in math festival because it offers
different kinds of experiential activities and mathematical teaching aids.
These factors attract students’ interests on math and build student’s
positive values on math.

Third, we need to alert to unequal distribution of the experiential
activities.

Expecially, geometry was given too much emphasis, so other
mathematical curriculum required part has got less concern. In order to

make up the weak points of the math festival, it is necessary to
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develop experiential programs that meet the learning principles in the
text, and

Fourth, taking a step forward from role model for other region’s
math festival, Jeju math festival from 2013 until 2015 tries to leap to
become a math Festival of East Asia. Jeju won a triple crown on
UNESCO because of its natural beauty. So many people started to
know Jeju. Jeju has an advantageous position on a mecca of tourism
and mathematics education. In order to Jeju math festival turn national
festival into math festival of East Asia, we have to maintain a
cooperative relationship with related organizations to promote Jeju math

festival to East Asia region.

A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of
Education, Jeju National University in partial fulfillment of the

requirement for the degree of Master of Education in August, 2016.
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