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[Abstract]

A comparative study of male figure characteristics

between Chinese and Korea TV advertisement

This study aims to base on the analysis of Korean and Chinese TV commercial

to verify what image changes have been found between Korean and Chinese men,
the difference between them, and based on different products, what differences
have been made about male model nowadays.

Korea and China are neighbors separated only by a strip of water, both have
a Confucianism culture which brings a similar value to them. As geographically
neighboring countries, China and Korea have similar traditions and cultures. The
two countries, therefore, have been maintaining close contact in history,
especially in nowadays. The exchanges between both countries are more and
more frequent. With more and more communications in economy and culture
between both countries, advertisement strategies using all kinds of images are
beginning to catch our attention. In modern society, advertisement is playing an
important role both in economy and social culture. Advertising contents and
forms of expression of a country have an impact on both the cultural aspect
and people’s lives of this country. In terms of advertisements reflection of
social images, it can affect cultural value, and at the same time greatly
influence the formation of consumers’ value. Thus a fixed social idea and a new
culture based on existing culture will be formed. Meanwhile, with the
development of mass media, it is easier and easier for ads to have accesses to
the public, providing a basis for the emergence of various social phenomena,
among which image expression based on different genders, male or female, is
the most representative one. As one of the new social media, television has the

biggest influence on human life in the aspects of society, entertainment,
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news,etc., because compared with other media, television has advantages that
are easler accessible and can provide a wide range of information for the public
through vision and auditory. Consequently, the author thinks that its influence
will continue to enlarge in the future. While image changes of male and female
caused by social and economic development can also be clearly reflected on the
television.

On the other hand, culturally, Korea and China belong to the same cultural
circle of Confucianism and traditionally, form a male-centered culture. However,
recently, many survey results show that the social status of women improves to
some degree with the increase of their economic activities, while with the
reduction of economic activities of men, their social status drops. This change
provides opportunities to study images of different genders in Korea and China.
However, as a matter of fact, most studies on gender images are limited to
women of the two countries and few of them focus on the images of men.
Especially, most of them are comparative studies taking magazine advertising as
the object, while study results of male images considering TV, the most
powerful media, as object are few in number. Therefore, aiming at the
differences of male images in Korean and China’'s TV ads and product
advertising with gender stereotype, this research studies the differences of
male images between the two countries.

In order to achieve the purpose of this study, the following questions are set

based on the research of the prevalence of different gender images.

Study Question 1. What are the differences between male image appeared from
Korea and China TV ads?

Study Question 2.What are the differences between male image appeared from
Korea and China TV ads based on different type of product?

2-1. What's the difference between Korea and China male image based on male
product ads?

2-2. What's the difference between Korea and China male image based on

female product ads?
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2-3. What's the difference between Korea and China male image based on

common product ads?

The analysis results of this study are as following:

First of all, in research topic 1, differences of male images (number, race, age,
occupation, importance, character types, background, the relationship between
models, the types of advertising products, the relationship between advertising
models and products, the origin of advertising products) appearing in the
Korean and Chinese television commercials are as follows.

First, the similarities and differences of male advertising models in Korea and
China’s television ads can be confirmed. "Local" models appear in television
commercials of the two countries are in majority. While inKorea, the rate of
using "local" models is higher than that of China. China's frequency in use of
"white" models is higher than that of Korea.

Secondly, TV ads of Korea is more apparent to embody the fact than that of
China. In Korea, the appear rate of male model in the career/field’s, business
rates with other models, the appear rate of successful people, the appear rate
of product authorities are all higher than in china. On the Contrary, there is a
higher ratio of male model in Chinese TV ads, and the character types is more
“virtual”.

Thirdly, Korea and China male model appeared in the TV ads are mostly about
30 years old. Most models of both countries are 20-30, but Korea models are
younger. And analysis also suggest that male model’s characters from both
countries also have some differences. Male model in China's TV ads are more
"body type care", more emphasis on "gender", good male image is much more
attractive than traditional male image among current women ads.

Fourthly, China TV ads with male models as a "main character” has a higher
rate.

The next, male model in China's TV ads has more "personal space". On the
Contrary, Korea TV ads most have a background of“career/field”.

And last, Korea male models in TV ads are most work-related, while in China
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TV ads they are most are family relations.

The next section, <Study Question 2> has a small change compared to previous
study. In previous study, male product ads mainly appeared male models and
female product ads mainly appeared female models. But recently, more and
more male models appeared in female product ads. And male models in common
product ads are not reducing. When comparing both countries, ratio of male
models appeared in both country’s ads are similar, but a bigger ratio of male
models appeared in Chinese women product ads. Instead, more male models

appeared in Korea ads about common products.

The analysis about differences between male images of Korean and Chinese
male product ads showed that both countries tend to traditional male image. But
analysis data about this is higher in Korea, while China is trying to use the new
male image.

Analysis results about female product showed that most male models are with
traditional image in both Korean and Chinese ads. But different from before,
there are more and more new male images.

The analysis results of common products are similar to male products, most
male models have a traditional image in Korea male models, while there

appears non-—traditional image in China male models.

The conclusion is that Korea has a more traditional male image than in China in
TV ads. And if categorized by products, images in male products and common
products most are traditional, while new male images appeared in female
products. Both Korea and China are more and more reflecting the equality
between men and women, but China is entering the equal social, men’'s social
status is even lower than women in some situations. TV ads reflect this kind of

male image differences between countries.
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