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Abstract

Research Trends of Storytelling Studies

in Elementary English Education

Eun-ju Ko

Major in Primary English Education
Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University
Supervised by Prof. Hong, Kyoung-Sun

The purpose of this study is to find out the research trends in storytelling
for elementary English education for the last twenty years since 1997,
when the English subject was first introduced to the elementary curriculum.
Thus we examined all the papers with regard to storytelling published in
the three academic journals named as Elementary English Education, English
Education and Foreign Language Education for 18 years from 1997 to 2014.
We collected 52 papers and classified them in terms of the researcher’s
purposes, fields of the study, methods, topics and the cognitive and
affective domains on a yearly basis.

To catch the overall tendency of those 52 researches we have used



descriptive statistics. We first browsed through all of them and looked into
their patterns on a yearly basis. using Second, the papers were grouped in
terms of the study methods including experimental study (28), case study
(9), and survey study (1) to see their changes by year and grade. Third,
we categorized them on their types of methodology into experimental study,
survey study, qualitative study, development study, and literature study and
analyzed to see their trends. Fourth, we identified some key-words that
could cover all the contents of the 52 papers and categorized them into
several groups such as learning materials, teaching methods, and research
objectives. Finally, we further examined the affective domain that was
subdivided into self-confidence, difficulty, participation, attention, interest,
and utility, to see how many individual papers focused on the affective
domain of children and in which elements of the affective domain were
studied in the academic journals.

As a result, this thesis discovered that the key motivation of storytelling in
elementary English education was to gain English materials for L2 English
learners, expectations for the Internet era, ways to go over the
environmental limits to reach out the authentic English. Following the
national curriculum revisions, researchers made some corresponding
inquiries into English education materials including language and content
integrated instructions, and multi—cultural research, instructions on reading
strategies, and so on. Second, in terms of the study participants, 7.7% of
all papers concerned about first and second graders; 30.3% about third and
fourth graders; and the other 61.5% dealt with fifth and sixth graders.
Third, to see the distribution of the study methodology, experimental study
accounted for 44.4% (28); development study 23.8%; qualitative study
14.3%; literature study 11.1%; and finally, survey study accounted for 6.4%.
Fourth, the present study categorized the papers on the research topics and
found that they used a variety of learning materials and media channels
expanding the area of teaching methods and on culture in the area of
objectives on language and content integrated instructions and reading
strategies. Finally, of a total of the 25 papers that analyzed the affective
domain, 80% examined interest, 60% examined self-confidence, 56%

examined participation, 40% examined difficulty, and 36% examined attention



and utility. Furthermore, we claim that we should conduct more

meta-research to get an overall overview of elementary English education.
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