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ABSTRACT"

A study on teaching method of Art class
using clay at elementary school

-focusing on the 3rd and 4th graders -

Kim, Hyo June

Major in Elementary Practical Arts Education
Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Lim, Choon Bae

In general, the meaning of ‘Art’ is reckoned to be ‘drawing’. This is due
to the fact that mostly art-class from nursery school in Korea mainly

focuses on drawing activities.

According to National Institute of Korean Language, the meaning of art
1S to express spatial and visual images and the range of Art includes not
just drawing but also sculpture, architect, craft etc. However, 70% of
art—class in Korea education focuses on drawing and this is a very limited

way to express students’ imagination and thoughts.

* A thesis submitted to the committee of Graduate School of Education, Jeju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of
Education conferred in February, 2016.
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This type of art-class makes students to feel a lack of confidence about
art if they are not good at drawing and they have tendency to avoid the

art-class.

In order to restore their confidence, I suggest clay as a main material to
use in the art class. Through the activities of touching clay and making

process, I expect students to have more confidence about art.

Therefore, this research is about how craft-class exerts an influence on

students and clay was chosen as a material for the craft—class.

Where as drawing 1s two-dimensional art activity, craft is
three-dimensional work and this helps students to be more creative
thinking about space. In addition, clay is a very natural material and it has
good feeling to touch. It helps emotional stability of students. Especially, I
created a program which is able to apply for primary school students
between year three and four because they should understand and manage

viscosity.

In Chapter II, I reviewed the positive points of clay material and its
character. I researched different type of clays and what clays are suitable

for art-class and how clay can be used in different ways.

In Chapter I, I reviewed the clay-work classes of five textbooks, which
were revised in 2009. I found the differences of clay—classes among
publishers and it could be applied in many different ways such as craft and

environment decoration etc.
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In Chapter IV, I added the practically developed clay-work programs. I
critically reviewed the program guideline and found the difficult points of
the clay activities, which should simply follow and copy the making
process of the textbooks. After reviewing the programs, I restructured and

created new clay-work program.

From this research, these are the educational values of art-class using
clay. First of all, the making process gives students more confidence about
art-activities. Secondly, it improves students’ creativity. Lastly, it improves

the communication skills and sociality among students.

As it has been reviewed, clay-work art class has a variety of
educational effects and I emphasize the necessity of research for
clay-class. Furthermore, it needs to be connected with other subjects and

applied in many different ways.
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