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ABSTRACT™®

Implications of Michael Walzer's Justice theory

for Elementary Moral Education

Han, Hyun Ji

Major in Elementary Moral Education
Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Byeon, Jong Heon

The purpose of this study is to investigate the implication of Michael
Walzer's justice theory for elementary moral education. Historically, the
meaning of justice has been changed meeting the demands of the times. When
we remind the words of Thrasymachus, however, justice usually didn’'t seem
to be fair. Especially, Michael Walzer criticizes the social alchemy in which
man can possess various social goods through the possession of one good,
namely the dominant good.

Walzer presents the concept of plural equality to eliminate the dominant
good. We live complex society in which interests of different individuals and

groups coexist. Plural equality attempts to define the concept of equality

* A thesis submitted to the committee of Graduate School of Education, Jeju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of
Education conferred in February, 2016.

_80_



through pluralistic knowledge about social goods. According to Walzer, spheres
of justice should be divided by social meaning. In this kind of view, justice is
not a special state or virtue but a descriptive word to portray state of society.

Walzer's theory is not about virtue ethics. According to him, we can't
cultivate justice. We need to discuss about the state of society. It is different
from the main idea of elementary school moral education. Especially, 2009
Revised National Curriculum and elementary moral textbook focus on virtue
education.

I will explain Walzer's concept of justice theory through the main concepts
of plural justice and criticize 2009 Revised National Curriculum and elementary
moral textbook. In conclusion I will suggest some methods and directions for

adapting the Walzer's complex justice theory to the curriculum.
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