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<Abstract>

Analysis of Motifs

in the Korean Modern Formation Novels

Back, Kyoung-ah

Department of Korean language Education

The Graduate School of Education Jeju National University

Supervised by professor Ahn, Seong-soo

This study aims to investigate the narrative aesthetic characteristics in
the Korean modern formation novels by development and feature
analyses of five motifs which have commonly appeared in the Korean
modern formation novels since Liberation. The methodologies of
Structuralism and Formalism were used and the inductive text analysis
was utilized to find out the characteristics of each motif in this study.

Through this process, growth motives from 13 texts were categorized
into 5 following aspects <Experience of Love and Sex>, <Finding Father>,
<Awareness of Death>, <Discovery through Journey>, <Loss of Innocence>.
By analyzing motifs, Korean modern bildungsroman(growth novel) identified
the feature of embodying two types of maturity aspects in practical and
cognitive dimension. In bildungsroman(growth novel), it is mainly dealt

with a story whereby the protagonist, confused the identity under chaotic
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circumstances, reaches full growth, finding his identity through suffering
the ordeal of life. In addition, universal characteristics from Korean modern
bildungsroman(growth novel)are as follows. First, in post-liberation Korean
modern bildungsroman, self-identity issues are explored deeply. In other
words, an attraction drawn to ‘finding identity’ motif is related with social
and historical situation in contemporary society.

Second, the subjects of the formation could be developed by
understanding life in the relationship with others. The Korean modern
formation novels were confirmed to have the characteristics that the
roles of supporters were emphasized for the development of new outlook
on the world as well as self-development of the main characters in the
novels.

Third, another feature of the Korean modern formation novels is to
materialize the change of familism ideology. Family-oriented ideology
positioned as the foundation of the formation novels could be found in
the gradual changing trends. New family ethics were suggested relieving
from the family-oriented ideology based on the Confucianism world
outlook, and the different features were found from the past era such as

searching for Individualism life.
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