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<Abstract>

An Analysis of Woman's Image in Park Wanseo's Novels

Ku, EO-jin

Department of Korean language Education,

The Graduate School of Education Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Ahn, Seong-soo

This research study originates from the observation of the vicarious
experiences and formation of personal values that can occur through
characters in a literary work. Also the importance of these characters within
literary works and the need to analyze female characters, which are relatively
less prominent in the textbooks of high school curriculums, were realized.
Therefore the researcher focused on analyzing the image of women manifested
in the female literature works of Park Wanseo, which take up a large part of
the education curriculum.

Women in the novels of Park Wanseo endlessly reflect upon themselves,
albeit using different methods depending on time period and situation, and
these women secure an independent consciousness of existence while showing
a genuine desire for their livelihood. Therefore Park Wanseo materialized the
will of women to think and act independently more than any other author
with a firm perception on the consciousness of women as a gender conscious
existence.

In this research, the image of the women expressed by the author was

again divided into the image of mothers and daughters and middle age
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women, to examine the tension and paradoxes and ideal life etc. these women
experienced in an age of war and in an age of industrialization. And by
regarding the framework of analysis of the words as perception, agreement
and transcendental imagination to expand the scope of analysis and by
presented an ideal life, this research presents a significant opportunity to
scholars from a literary educational point of view.

Also the literary meaning of the novels of Park Wanseo were examined by
categorizing them into their meanings as female literature and their value as
autobiographical literature. The description of war based on personal
experiences calmly expresses the desolateness of the life of women that is
brought on by tragedy and war, and these works are significant in that they
vividly and realistically portray the reality of war. Above all it is also notable
that by focusing on the lives of women, the lives of mothers and daughters
and the lives of middle age women living in each time period were
realistically described.

From these perspectives, the image of women in the novels of Park
Wanseo have meaning and value in that they teach a proper perception of the
image of women to adolescent readers. Also the examination of the process
of change of the image of women from a diachronic perspective can have the
positive effect of expanding the perspective on women. Also based on
establishing positive understanding and agreement on the image of women,
by vicariously experiencing the situations of the times with the characters,
this research 1s valuable in that it can make the implementation of the

education function of the literary communication process possible.
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