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<Abstract>

A Study on Characters in
Park Wan-Seo’s Novel
- Focusing on T"Kind Mrs. Bokhee; -

Lee, Jae—weon

Department of Korean language Education,

The Graduate School of Education Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Moon, sung-sook

This study is to understand better Park Wansuh's literary works, through
character analysis of short stories, contained within novel “Kind Mrs.
Bok-hi".

As getting older, of herself, the author figured her attention to an old age
life through her novel works, and it demonstrated her widen philosophical
views and values on living a life. Old age novels of Park Wansuh are based
in various experiences and perception of life and evaluated highly by other
scholars.

On “Kind Mrs. Bok-hi”, the old aged mainly appear.

The author, with her aging, dealt with the matter of perception regarding
old people and of conflicts with children and then, through this, revealed old
peoples’ problem, as elements of novel structure, various life aspect of the
aged, such as old people’s social isolation and more, suggested solutions
regarding problems.

On Chapter II, reviews of conception, suggested by precedent study and
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definition of the range and novel pieces of her later work and then, the
perception of old age novels, mainly written in her later period is suggested.

And is analyzed of characters from "Geuriumeul wihayeo” (Tribute to
Longing), Geu namjaeui jip (That Man’s House), Hunama bap
meogeora (Hu-nam, It’s Time for Dinner), Geojeona machangaji
(Almost Free), which all refer instructive themes whereby ‘self-introspection
or a reconciliation’ solves conflicts on the aged’s isolation and self identity
issues, with a subject like as a positive self-introspection or a reconciliation.

And is to find out the meaning as a rediscovery of life in the twilight
yvears, or as having still emotional affection just like young people, regardless
of getting older, through a new love story of old man with an age, over 70.

With the old woman’s narration, compared with earlier pieces before, the
perspective of marriage has changed from materialistic traditional values to
real love and gender equality,

And the issue on the remarriage of the elderly is described with a positive
view, showing that without hesitating to choose love with an age over 60
and to make a harmonious living together with all reciprocal respect.

Through this, it emphasized the maturity and the wisdom of the aged.

Even with her autobiographical novel about war experience, instead of the
emphasis on miserable situation of war or violence, it i1s drawn using flash
back of a old lover, and drawn as the self-examination by reflecting old
faults in past time.

On Chapter III, it is analyzed and is apprehended the aspect of characters,
drawn the dignified appearance and wisdom of the old aged, inside Park
Wansuh's works.

And furthermore, 1s positively adapted, in all aspects, by describing a
harmonious family life, connected with reconciliation and communication,

through recognizing mother’s love, inspire of being damaged and isolated
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socially, under social structure with gender inequality.

And that is exactly what the author means about maturity, sensitivity,
generosity and comprehension from the aged.

<Dinner table with candlelight>, <Anyway happy ending>from those two
pieces, the author criticizes indifferences of the young generation about the
old and makes a deep consideration on their disrespectfulness for old people’s
feeling and affection on their life, and more, underlines the need of attention
and communication as well, through well-described feelings and real life
problems of the old aged.

This novel described well of the loneliness and the solitary feeling of old
ages’ life, and expressed the respect with feeling and life of the aged.

And again, life figures of women, suffering under the social oppression, is
embodied in within stories of novels.

Following these factors, it is realized that the author paid a big attention to
women and old people as weak class in soclety and used them as elements
of novel structure.

And old age novels of Park Wansuh educed enjoying a peaceful old age life
way through forgiveness and reconciliation, with a hopeful conclusion,
however dragging up real life stories and practical problems of the old aged,
instead of giving illusion and expectation about old ages’ life.

From this point of view, her work is very significant to deliver the author’s
positive values to those who are afraid of aging itself and of accepting it as
a natural aspect.

Park Wansuh’s works are not focusing only on the life story of the aged,
but expand various issues related with general human life into social issues
and lead to comprehension and consideration on it.

And it is significantly recognized her discerning eye of an insight with a
broad view and appreciation, suggesting social communication method

between generations.
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