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Study on Troubled Waters Written by Ichiyo Higuchi

Gang, Yun—-gyeong

Jeju National University Graduate School Japanese Language and Literature

Supervising Professor Kim, Seong—bong

This thesis examines Ichiyo’s sense of isolation by studying Troubled Waters
written by Ichiyo Higuchi, who is regarded as the first full-time female author
in Japanese modern literature. When the piece was being written, the Japanese
Society had the Meiji government and rapidly adopted Western civilization; the
abrupt opening of the country causing conflict with the deep-rooted patriarchal
system of Japan's ancient feudalism, creating a huge gap between ideal and
reality. In the stream of the times, the writer made her comet-like official debut
into Japan’s literary world by writing the novel Troubled Waters, which deals
with the sense of isolation from the poverty and the disparity in social status
she experienced through Oriki, the heroine of the novel

The introduction not only looks into the previous studies conducted in Korea
with regard to Ichiyo Higuchi, which focused on the oppression of feminity but
also introduces the objective of writing this paper under the theme of the sense
of isolation, breaking from the oppression of feminity and previous research.

The body covers the background of the Meiji period as well as the events
and figures that played a crucial role in the formation of a sense of isolation in
the author’s life in detail. It also summarizes the composition and plot of
Troubled Waters by analyzing the novel and the roles of the characters.

In addition, the body contemplates Ichiydo’s sense of isolation in three

dimensions, classifying it into three categories: one from the experience of



poverty the author had in her childhood; another sense of isolation Oriki suffers
from as she lives a dual life as a geisha and is conscious of how others think
of her; and the last one from the heredity in her blood which the unfortunate
fate of her grandfather and father stem from. Ichiyo Higuchi regarded her
destiny in the viewpoint of a previous life where everything she underwent from
the heredity in her blood, and such a perspective toward her life exerted a great
influence when she established her own Buddhist world view in her later life.
Lastly, in order to contemplate how she was trying to overcome such a
sense of isolation, the thesis not only presents the opinions of a number of
critics through the line saying "I am crossing the single-log bridge” in Chapter
6 of the novel, but also shares the opinion of the writer of this thesis. It is
possible to find the meaning this work contains in that the sense of isolation
from the experience of poverty the main character Oriki had and the disparity in
social standing is an individual’s painful wound as well as represents the
poverty of the lowest class of the then Japanese society interlocked with the
beginning of capitalism. Ichiyo got over her sense of isolation from a short 4
yvears of elementary school education and succeeded in becoming the best female
writer of the time by addressing the subjects and themes contemporary woman
authors who received higher education of the mainstream were not able to cover
with the education she had on Japanese classic literature in the Hagino. The
literary achievement she accomplished is her turning her eyes to the lives of the
lowest class in her neighboring communities, going beyond a single individual’'s
personal troubles, instead confronting her ordeals and the hardships of her
reality. Moreover, she lived a life in which she took a realistic action of writing
for the betterment of their lives. This paper wraps up, focusing on the fact that
her later works break from old-fashioned sentimentalism, looks squarely at the
poverty of reality as well as the contradiction of modernization, and then makes

a leap into the new area of realism.
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