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<ABSTRACT>

Contemplation on TChikuma River Sketches; by Toson Shimazaki
- Centering around the establishment of the novel and the

characteristics of description -

Gang, Jeong-sim

Jeju National University Graduate School Japanese Language and
Literature

Supervising Professor Kim, Nan-hui

This thesis examined Chikuma River Sketches, taking into consideration
that the novel was written during the transition period when Toson
Shimazaki transformed himself from a romantic poet to a naturalist novelist.
Even though the novel was published before Toson became a professional
writer, it took 7 years for it to come out into the world with the pattern the
piece has now. Published in 1912, Chikuma River Sketches, the text chosen
for this thesis, reveals all the twists and turns the author had to go through
until he completed it in both the preface and the epilogue in much detail.
This dissertation analyzes and contemplates the novel, focusing on how it
was created and how things were described therein.

The first chapter examines the composition of the novel and its descriptive
techniques. The novel is composed of three parts: <introduction>, <body:
chapter 1~12>, and <conclusion> and the descriptive techniques are
examined from the point of view that this is a writing for <sketches>. In the

process of acquiring his own <nature sketch>, Ruskin, Millet, and Darwin
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had a great influence on Toson Shimazaki.

The second chapter looks into the features of description of nature. What is
unique about the ways the writer depicts nature appearing in Chikuma River
Sketches is that he does an excellent job in capturing the sense of seasons
around the Chikuma River and portrays the complicated geographical features
surrounding the river, both realistically and elaborately.

In particular, Toson paid great interest to clouds due to the influence he
got from the book Modern Painters written by John Ruskin; therefore, the
novel describes the scene where he pays a visit to Nagano Observatory on
Christmas Day and has an in-depth discussion on clouds with a weather
observation technician in detail. The writer observed clouds precisely and
added the types of clouds that vary according to the season and time zone to
the types of clouds which existing meteorology had discovered.

Chapter 3 looks into the ways Toson Shimazaki depicted the characters and
animals. It can be said that the trait of his human description is his attitude
in which he tries to examine his characters in an empirical manner by
combining natural features and human temperaments. Furthermore, the people
of Nagano, a mountain village, live their lives in harmony with nature. He
highlights their compliant attitude and modesty before nature. In order to
portray the nature and people of a mountain village, he utilizes the techniques
impressionist painters use to express colors. Just like Jean-Francois Millet
who portrayed the lives of farmers realistically while living with them, Toson
also spent time with farmers and became a part of their lives.

In particular, the novelist was greatly moved by Charles Darwin’s the
Expression of the Emotions in Man and Animals, and the novel describes the
scene where cows are slaughtered many times. He confronts the emotions of
many kinds of cattle that are brought to slaughterhouses with a level-headed
eye; he depicts the pain in the expression that cows show after sensing their

impending death as well as various other emotions in an empirical fashion.
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Toson Shimazaki needed 7 years to present Chikuma River Sketches to the
world and by going through such a long period of training he was able to be

reborn as a naturalist novelist.
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