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<Abstract>

A Study of Middle School English Teachers’ Perceptions and
Attitudes on Smart Education

Lee, Minjin

English Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Yang, Changyong

Technological developments have led to people’s convenient lifestyle and
multiplied possibilities to a change in education. The potential expectation of
education using smart technology can accelerate studies and new attempts of
language learning and teaching strategies. Especially for Koreans, the
environment has a relative deficient exposure to the English language. But
with the latent use of smart technology in learning is expected to break the
limit of space and time given to learners and in class. Nonetheless, attempts
to develop better teaching methods and environments will be worthless, if
English teachers are not aware of how to benefit from it or do not want to
try this new learning tool.

This study aims to investigate the current state of using smart technology

in middle school English classes, to examine English teachers’ perceptions of

A thesis submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirement for the degree of
Master of Education in February 2016
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employing such technology in their class, and to explore their attitudes
toward smart education and its improvements. To achieve these goals, the

following research questions will be addressed.

1. What is the current state of English teaching using smart technology in
middle school English classroom?

2. What perceptions do English teachers hold of the use of smart
technology and education?

3. What do English teachers who have implemented smart education think
of the problems to be solved and improvements for better smart

education?

One hundred and three English teachers from forty one middle schools in
Jeju were surveyed and analyzed on the use of smart technology
infrastructure after administering a questionnaire. The results of this study
showed:

First, almost half of the teachers have tried to use smart technology in
English class. It is used as various kinds of teaching tools such as letting
students search for and create information, learning cooperatively, etc.
Teachers who has taken lectures related to smart education tend to utilize it
more frequently.

Second, teachers considered smart education generally positive to use in
English class with the benefits like its usage as a motivational tool and for
self-learning. They believe that the smart technology has prospective uses for
listening and speaking practice. In reality, however, there were also
drawbacks to using this new technology. Technological problems such as an
unstable Internet connection, a deficient number of smart devices for each

student or each group of students, and a lack of teaching resources were the
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major examples.

On the basis of the results above some suggestions were made:

First, Internet social network for those who are interested in English
learning and teaching especially teachers will need to share information and
their teaching experiences about teaching English using smart technology.
Second, it 1s required to develop a system to help teachers to reach
technological help to design their class. Teaching design with awareness of
technological functions would burden them. Third, government is expected to
put more efforts in providing the technical supports for realization of actual

smart education.
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