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ABSTRACT?*®

A Study on Color Preference According to

SSI Personality Types of Children
- for 6th Grade Elementary School Students -

Jin, Yeong Ji

Major in Elementary Arts Education
Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Yang, Kyoung Sik

This paper is an analysis of the relationship between personality
types of children and their color preference. Color choice is an
important means of expressing subconscious thoughts and feelings
for children. Color affects people’s psychology and emotion, and in
particular it has a great relevance with children’s holistic development.
Although it has been identified that color and personality have a significant
relevance and research on color psychology has gained importance, studies on
various personality types are still scant. In particular, there is a need for a
color study according to children’s various personality types as this matter is

not only an individual issue but a social issue as well.
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In this study SSI personality type test was administered to sixth
grade male and female students of Halla Elementary School in Jeju
Special Self-Governing Province to identify various personality types
and analyze preferred color according to each categorized personality
type. Sixth grade students were selected as the subjects of the study
because it was assumed that the children in this period of
development have their personality developed and that their
cognition and conception are formed to some degree. The subjects
were categorized into various personality types and the children’s
preference towards color was investigated by comparing to existing
studies. In addition, this paper suggests a direction for an effective

art education.

The color preference results of sixth grade elementary school
students showed that the boys preferred blue, achromatic color, and
yvellow, while the girls preferred blue, yellow, and plum. Moreover,
blue and yellow were preferred by almost all the subjects, regardless
of their gender.

The relationship between personality type and preferred color was
analyzed with color preference tendency according to eight
personality types.

Extroverted children, who get their energy and focus their attention
externally, generally preferred various colors, including blue, no
color, yellow, plum. Introverted children, who get their energy and
focus their energy internally, preferred blue.

Practical type children, who focus on facts and details, preferred
yellow. Imaginative type children, who favor providing ideas or focus
on theories and comprehensive matters, preferred blue, achromatic

color, and red.
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Thinking type children, who make decision based on logical and
objective criteria, preferred blue and achromatic color. Feeling type
children, who make decision based on individual and subjective
criteria, preferred blue and yellow.

Organized type children, who favor assigning structures and groups,
showed a greater preference to blue, yellow, and plum, and flexible
type children, who tend to have more freedom and flexibility,
preferred blue and achromatic color.

As described above, there was a difference in color preference
depending on gender for the sixth grade elementary school students
and a correlation between color preference and personality type. The
results show a significant relationship between children’s personality
type and color preference and suggest that a child's preferred color
can be used as a baseline data in analyzing and predicting the child’s
behavior. However, a more important matter is to identify the
reasons underlying these differences. Thus, follow-up studies are
necessary to essentially identify the relationship between personality

type and color preference.

Keywords: color, color preference, color psychology, personality type,

SSI personality type test
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